Alsace and Brittany 2024 for Barbara

Patrimoine weekend is Sept 21 & 22.  This is when many chateaux, historic sites, special buildings, etc open their doors to the public.  This only happens once a year.  
Alsace Map 315
Wine towns close to the Gite

Andlau* Pg 267
Obernai**- pg 280
Selestat* 2 hr visit pg 286 Birds of prey show (we did not visit this)
Dambach la Ville+ pg 319

Mittelhergheim pg 275

Barr pg 319+
Ottrott pg 276

Rosheim*  pg 283

Bergheim pg 320

Ribeauville*

Riquewihr***

Kayserberg**

Visiting these villages will consume 3-4 days (in addition to the trips below) to see them all
Trip 1 Sunday

Riquewihr***  Get there early (9:30) to find parking

Trip 2 Monday

Molsheim* pg 278  We did not visit this

Market day


Musee de la Chartreuse 10-12 2-6 Cl Tu

Trip 3 Tuesday

Visit some nearby Route du Vins*** villages above.  Pg 317

Trip 4 Wednesday

Strasbourg*** pg 252 Not M or Tu

Get there after morning work commute & depart before afternoon commute.  Park in the underground garage that I have indicated on the map in pen.

Musee des Arts Decoratifs* pg 261 12-6, weekends 10-6, Cl Tu

Musee Alsacien* pg 262 10-6 Cl M

Trip 5

Haute Koenigsbourg Castle** pg 274  hrs 9:15-6.  Don't miss.  Get there very early to avoid parking problems & crowds
Trip 6   
Colmar** pg 292 32 mins from Gite
Park in the underground garage that I have indicated on the map in pen.  You also might find parking on Bd du Champs de Mars.

Focus on Grand Rue, Quarters des Tanneurs, Venise, covered market.  Forget R des Clefs - it is full of chain stores
Musee d'Unterlinden*** pg 293 9-6

Trip 7 

Eguisheim* pg 300.  Don't miss.  Could combine with trip 8
Trip 8
Ecomusee d'Alsace** pg 333 10-6 Just a bit north of Mulhouse.  Don't miss.   
Trip 9 Val de Munster** #5 pg 209 Map pg 194  Orange highlighted  
It is a 50 min drive from the Gite to Munster.

Trip 10
Northern “white” Alsace villages**, Wissembourg**, and Four a Chaux fortress on the Maginot line.

This is 1 hr north of the gite.  If you are getting tired of too many “cute Alsacian villages”, and not interested in the history of the Maginot line – skip this trip.

Villages pg 236 – Hoffen* Hunspach**, Seebach* - they are all close to each other

Weissembourg** pg 240, but see the copy from an older Green Guide.  Nice town.

Maginot Line – Four a Chaux near Lembach. Pg 242 for general description, and pg 248 for details of Four a Chaux (see the handout I sent you).   

Markets
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Brittany Map 309
Sat.  Take the 10:01 train from Strasbourg to the Rennes station that arrives at 2:47, & rent a car.  Drive 1 hr 10 mins to Gite
Pick up groceries in Plouer sur Rance
Day Trip 1 - yellow
Vallee de la Rance** pg 148

If you need to see some countryside instead of “City” today, then follow the itinerary in the Green Guide (skipping St Malo, Dinan, & Dinard).  Follow the route clockwise in the GG, but on the southern section, cross the Rance from east to west on the D57 that heads west from La Vicomte sur Rance.  Make sure you stop & wander through St Suliac*.  Difficult parking - but a charming village, some "workable" restaurants, and great views of the Rance.  Also stop in Mordreuc, La Landriais, and especially at the Jardin de Montmaris for some nice walks & views of the Rance.   

Day trip 2 - yellow
Cote d'Emeraude***, Cap Frehel***, Fort la Latte**, Pointe du Chevet++.  Pg 136 & Map on pg 123

This is our favorite portion of the Cote d'Emeraude.  Get an early start and take the D786 to Sables d'Or les Pins*-.  Sables d'Or (we've visited it twice - and had dinner there also) is not a place where I would want to spend any time at all.  Just a bland & touristy "summer place" with little charm.  Just drive though on the D34  until you start seeing some beautiful coast.  You will pass several beaches - including Greves d'en Bas and La Fosse which "France Today" magazine declared to be one of the best beaches in France.  Then head to Cap Frehel***.  This is our favorite spot on the coast.  Red, grey, and black cliffs rise from the ocean.  When we were there in very early July, there were many colorful purple & yellow flowers blooming on the top of these cliffs.  My wife took 40 pictures of this cap.  We arrived at 10:30 & departed at 11:45.  Park the car & walk to the lighthouse.  Once past the lighthouse, stay as far to the left as you can - but stay near the footpath.  This is a very walkable area.  The views are best in the morning.  The westernmost side of the pointe is the prettiest.

Leave Cap Frehel & find your way to Fort de la Latte**.  The fort has had a fair amount of well done restoration, and with its setting is quite picturesque.  There is a somewhat long walk to & from the fort.  It takes about a 20-25 min downhill walk to get there, and a 30-35 min uphill walk back.  The views are nice - but not as spectacular as Cap Frehel.

Next, get back on the D786 heading east to Pointe du Chevet.   Bypass Pointe de St Cast**--, and St Cast le Guildo*-.  We did not find the Pointe scenic nor the town charming.  We did, however, find Pointe de la Garde** to be scenic.   We spent about an hour at the Pointe du Chevet++.  Cap Frehel has tall cliffs, while Pointe du Chevet does not.  There are many islands in the area, and we spent our time watching the tide go in (or maybe it was out).

Note - we actually tried to visit the Pointe du Chevet to Sables d'Or section of the coast in 1 day.  We did not finish.  We didn't get to Cap Frehel on the first try, so we returned to Cap Frehel a few days later.  The long walk to Fort de la Latte (on a very hot day) exhausted us.  And we like to finish the day around 3:30 pm.  The itinerary above excludes Pointe de St Cast - so you should be able to finish it in one day.      

Day Trip 3

Dinan** See DINAN in GG pg 143


Market day is Thursday morning – very nice market


Tour de l'Horlogue 10-6


Jardin Anglais** pg 145

Day Trip 4

St Malo*** pg 125- and the Cote d'Emeraude from St Malo to Cancale***-.

We are not big fans of St Malo.  The setting is spectacular and  the history is remarkable.  We are huge architecture fans - but we are less enamored with the architecture in St Malo.  Keep in mind that St Malo was almost destroyed in WWII and rebuilt.  But, like Fisherman's Wharf in San Francisco (where we are from), everyone should pay it a visit.  We have been to St Malo many times for a visit and to also have dinner.  Get there by 9:30 to find a place to park and before the large tour groups arrive.  Follow the walking itinerary in the GG - but I found it hard to follow (we got lost a few times & "gave up").

The Cote d'Emeraude from St Malo to Cancale.  

If you do this in the morning, go from Cancale to St Malo.  If you do it in the afternoon  - from St Malo to Cancale.  This is to keep you from driving with the sun in your face.  I'll describe the sites along the way from Cancale to St Malo.

We did not visit Cancale in 2019, but we did in 2001.  As I recall, the village is not very interesting - but the oysters are great.  I'm a big Oyster fan.  We had a "taste off" between ordinary Brittany oysters, and Cancale oysters.  There was no comparison - you will notice a big difference.

Pointe du Grouin** is quite scenic.  The drive west from the Pointe, however, was rather disappointing unless you like large sand dune beaches.  There were too many campers, trailer parks, and "establishments" to accommodate lots of people.  It was not as "pristine" as other sections of the Cote d'Emeraude that we visited.  However, Rotheneuf and especially the Plage du Val in Rotheneuf was quite pleasurable.  The coast road through Parma (suburb of St Malo) has some very nice villas along the coast road, but the inland area of Parma is not interesting  at all.

Trip 5 - overnight - visit Mont St Michel 
 Mt St Michel*** pg 161  Stay overnight.  Arrive around 6pm. 

 Stay overnight at Auberge St Pierre www.auberge-saint-pierre.fr
Trip 6

Chateau Vitre** pg 106 10:30-12:30 2-6:30 Cl Tu
Michelin Green guide proclaims the town of Vitre to be "the best preserved old world town in Brittany".  We spent about 1 ½ hrs and 75 photographs exploring the medieval town and chateau.  Unlike Fougeres - the Vitre Chateau has rooms with furniture in them.

Trip 7    
Chateau Fougeres** 10-7 pg 100 1 hr 20 from Dinan


Follow the walking itinerary in the GG through town

Trip 8
Walk from the Plage de L'Ecluse in Dinard to the Plage de St Enogat+++.  Pg 135

We enjoyed this spectacular walk along a concrete walkway (directly on the coast) in 2001 & 2019.  It was one of the highlights of our visit to this region.  It is a 3 hour event.  You will walk along the path with the cliffs to your left with beautiful villas on top, and beach or rocks to your right.  The views are spectacular.  You will need a car and perhaps a good GPS to get you to the starting point.   

Access Dinard from the north via St Lunaire.  We accessed St Lunaire from Ploubalay, which took us on a very scenic drive through St Briac sur Mer, St Lunaire*, and on to Dinard.  There are some extravagant older villas in St Lunaire* (visit them later).  Look at the map of Dinard in the GG.  Follow the D786 and drive east on Boulevard Albert Lacroix.  When Albert Lacroix terminates, turn left on a narrow one-way road and park the car where you can, and follow the path & stairs down to the west end of Plage de l'Ecluse.  We got there early in the morning before many people arrived at the beach.  The Plage de l'Ecluse was rather scenic with the several large hotels and the tents along the sand.  Find the narrow concrete walking path at the west end if the plage.  Walk past Villa les Roches (there will be a sign on the walking path) past Pointe de la Malouine, and walk as far as where you can see two beaches.  The farthest one is the largest and is Plage de St. Enogat.  There are several "public" stairs to go from the concret walkway to the top of the cliffs.  When you get up on top the cliffs, you will encounter the Jardin du Port-Riou.  Spend some time sitting on one of the benches in the park.  Walk down the west side of the park to the lookout and admire the view and perhaps use the restroom.  Then return to the park and "hug" the road closest to the sea & walk back to your car.  There are some wonderful villas that you will pass along the way back to your car.  We spent about 30 minutes wandering around the roads atop these cliffs, and enjoyed admiring and photographing these impressive and historically exuberant villas.

Do this trip early in the morning for 3 reasons:

1 The sun will be at your back for the walk

2.  The roads accessing the starting point  of the walk will be less crowded & you will have a better chance to find a place to park.

3.  Plage de L'Ecluse will be less crowded.

Return form the walk via St. Lunaire*.  In St Lunaire you will actually drive on a different road for a portion of your return, than the road you took to Dinard.  The D786 will split and then rejoin itself.   Immediately when it rejoins, veer right towards the Pointe du Decolle**-.  There are some more villas along this road to the Pointe that my wife spent about 30 minutes photographing them (she is an historic villa fan).  The Pointe de Decolle**- is nothing special.
Day 9
Dol de Bretagne*  Pg 157     Visit the Cathedral first.  I usually don't go out of my way to visit a church - but I really enjoyed this one.  It is quite large and magnificent for a town of this size.  Then walk down both sides of Grand rue des Stuarts (not named after me) and the continuing Lejamptel.  Go all the way to the les Halles market - which has some small craft vendors.  Make sure you also walk down Ceinte R. 

Supplimental info

Mont St Michel***    We have visited the Mont 3 times.

You will park in one of the many large lots, and take a shuttle from the central shuttle area to the Mont.  If you stay at the hotel I recommend, they will tell you which area to park in, and the access code to that area. 

Here is a perfect plan for visiting Mont St Michel.  We did this on June 26 & 27 in 2019.

Stay overnight on the Mont to experience this incomparable and unforgettable site.  We stayed at the Auberge St Pierre https://www.auberge-saint-pierre.fr/en/ in one of the rooms in the "main" building.  We booked half-board.  I think we stayed in room 102.  It is the room directly across the hall from the secret rampart access door.  The Auberge is very close to the entrance to the Mont.  Arrive at 6PM.  The Auberge has a "secret door" to the ramparts.  As soon as you check into the hotel, spend 30 minutes slowly walking along the entire length of the ramparts - all the way to the Abbey.  Then walk down the Grand Rue (main street in MSM) - without many tourists around you.  Then go have a 7:30 dinner at the hotel. They had a fantastic roast rack of lamb.  My wife indicated that the soup de poisson was quite good too.  After dinner, repeat the Ramparts/Grand Rue circuit.  This was our favorite time of the day at MSM - when there was still enough daylight to photograph the streets, buildings, and Abbey.  This was between 9:30 & 10:15PM in late June.  Adjust the timing if you will be there on a different date.

Now - here is the most important thing to do.  Next morning, repeat the ramparts walk again very early - perhaps 7:15AM.  The sun is perfect at this time of day (adjust for your date).  Walk along the ramparts until you hit the first long flight of stairs.  Then return along the ramparts to the Auberge to have quick breakfast at 7:45.  At 8:15, walk along the ramparts all the way to the Abbey.  Arrive at the Abbey at 8:30, sit in the shade on the steps (or anywhere else you can find), and wait for the Abbey to open at 9:00.  A leisurely tour of the Abbey will take 45 minutes.  We did not use the audio.  Then exit the Abbey through the gardens - back to the area where you first entered the Abbey.  Walk along the road just left of the stairs (which go up to the Abbey ticket office), and explore the small paths "off" Grand Rue.  Keep close to the Abbey - but if you can see cars parked on a street to your right - take the path "away" from the cars.  Eventually you will end up at the St Peter's Parich - where you will walk down Grande Rue to the Auberge.  

Depart the Auberge/MSM  NO LATER then 10:30AM.  We departed at 10:20 and there were mobs & mobs & mobs of people entering MSM.  When we got off the shuttle where our car was parked, there were very long lines of people waiting to get on the shuttles to MSM.  I would not enjoy the experience of MSM if I visited between the hours of 10:30 and 6:30.  MSM is magic if you can avoid the massive crowds.  Don't visit any museums - they will add nothing to the experience.  MSM's setting, architecture, and the Abbey are all unique - the museums are not (we visited several on prior trips).  

Do you have any additional days or time available?? 

Highlights:

- Chateau Combourg*.  

- La Ballue gardens if you are a garden fan.  The chateau is a "high-end" B&B.

- Chateau Bonnefontaine.  You can enter the grounds, pay a fee in the fee box, and walk around the chateau.  You can't go inside.  It is close to La Ballue

- Here is a nice countryside drive.  Leave Dinan by going northwest on the D68/D794 through Quevert (see the rose garden in Quevert - it is a quick visit).  Just north of Corseul take the  D68 west to Bourseul, then the road northwest to the Bge de la Ville Hatte, and west on the (GreenRoad) D28 to Pleven.  Then the (GreenRoad) south of Pleven to Plorec, then the D68 east back to Bourseul.  Take the D91 south to St Meloir des Bois, then the road east to St Maudez.  Then find your way back "home".  

Only so-so:

- Le Rocher Portail chateau.  If you are interested in the "workings" of an upper middle-class royalty chateau. 

- Les Rochers Savigne chateau.  If you are a Madame Sevigne fan

- Fougeres**- Chateau & town.  A little hard to find parking.  The chateau itself is a ruin on the inside.  The town is a C+.  The walking itinerary in the GG is a little deceiving - the walk is longer and has more ups & downs that may be evident from the map.  

Markets
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Drop off car in St Malo & TGV to Paris. 

Depart 12:46 arrive 3:06 on week days, 

or depart 11:40 ar 2:04 on Sat
1/24/24
