Normandy & Brittany Itinerary 
Maps & books needed

Michelin Map # 305 (to get you from Paris to Normandy)

Michelin Map # 304 Eure, Siene-Maritime

Michelin Map # 303 Calvados, Manche

Michelin Map # 308 Finister, Morbihan

Michelin Map # 309 Cotes-d’Amour, Ille et Vilaine

Michelin Map # 316 Loire-Atlantic, Vendee if you plan to visit Nantes.

Michelin Green Guide to Brittany  
Michelin Green Guide to Normandy 
Michelin Red Guide – Hotels & Restaurants, plus maps of many towns 

Our Travel Experiences
In the 1980s during our earlier travels in France, we did the usual “once over lightly” tour of Normandy & Brittany – stopping one place for 1 night, another for 2 nights, etc.  Since we retired (in our early 50s) in ’99 so we could spend more time traveling, we now usually spend 2 months in Europe every year – mainly France.  We stay in Gites (self-catering houses) for typically 2 weeks at a time, then move on to the next gite.  We’ve spent 11 weeks in Gites in Brittany, 4 weeks in Normandy, and another week in Normandy staying in hotels.  We prefer Brittany over Normandy because we think the seaside is more interesting, and also the countryside is prettier.  Two of our 5 “most favorite” large cities in France are located in Brittany and Normandy – Rouen and Rennes.  Vannes is one of our “top 5” medium sized cities in France.  Quimper is "up there" also.
How we dine in France
My wife & I are both major foodies – that’s one of the reasons we spend so much time in France.  We choose to dine at the better restaurants, but not the Michelin 2 & 3 star ones.  When we spend 2 weeks or so in a single location, I usually put together a list of the restaurants that are recommended in the Michelin Red Guide and are within a 30 min drive of our gite.  Often, there are about 20 candidates.  Then I "check out" the menu on their on-line web site and eliminate any that are not “interesting” enough for us.  We prefer something that is different/unique that we can’t or won’t cook at home.  We also never order beef in France.  The beef we get at home (San Francisco) is much better, IMO.  My wife almost always orders seafood, so there must be several seafood choices on the menu before she “approves” of the restaurant.  We dine at restaurants in France about 30-40 times each year.  

We normally do not have a “sit-down” lunch at a restaurant in France.  Daytime is when we do our sightseeing.  If we had lunch we would want wine with it, and then we would be “dragging” in the afternoon.  We end the day with a long & restful dinner – either at a restaurant, or prepared in the kitchen at the gite where we’re staying.
Remember

Almost all non-food shops are closed on Sunday, and Monday morning, - so don’t plan to visit a town then.  The few exceptions are Honfleur & Pont Aven (most, but not all stores are open).  We use Sundays & Mondays for visiting castles & taking drives through the countryside & along the coast.  On our 2018 trip to Brittany, in Vannes I surveyed store opening & closing days.  About 1/3 of the shops had their open days posted.  100% were closed on Sunday, 80% were closed Monday morning, and 5% were closed all day Monday.

Nothing gets in the way of the French taking their 2 hour lunch - so most stores, castles, & sometimes even museums will close for lunch.  Often a castle/museum will be closed one day a week.  Use the Michelin Green Guide to determine the specific days/times/dates of openings & closings.

Itinerary Overview
This is a 27 night itinerary for visiting some of the major attractions in Normandy & Brittany.   It starts in Paris (or CDG airport), then on to Les Andelys, Rouen, Honfleur, Bayeux (D-Day stuff), Mt St Michel, then the Dinan/St Malo region.  Then counterclockwise around the Brittany coast to the "Pink Rocks" area, Quimper/Pont Aven region, Vannes, Nantes, and ends in Rennes – which has frequent TGV service back to Paris.  Of course, you can “slice & dice” the itinerary up to fit into whatever time you have available.  It can also be done in reverse.  A shorter itinerary could be:

1. Normandy to Mt St Michel and then to Rennes in 10 nights.

2. Normandy to the Dinan region in Brittany, then back to Rennes in 14 nights
3. Brittany only - Paris to Rennes by TGV, then to the Dinan area, then Pt Aven, Vannes, and back to Paris from Vannes in about 16 nights
4. Brittany only starting in Rennes, Dinan area, around the Brittany coast, Pt Aven, Vannes, and ending in Nantes & TGV back to Paris from Nantes in about  18 nights.
There are several no-train-change TGVs to Paris from Rennes, St Malo, Guingamp, Morlaix, Quimper, Vannes, and Nantes.  There are also no-change TGVs from these cities to Rennes.  So you can "head home" from just about any destination I recommend on this itinerary if you do not have enough time to "do it all".  Train schedules can vary depending on the day of the week and the season

Recommended cities to stay in for the night(s) on this itinerary
Les Andelys          to recover from jetlag


2 nights
Rouen






1 night

Honfleur





3 nights

Bayeux






2 nights

Mont St Michel





1 night

Dinan






4 nights

Perros-Guirec - Cote de Granit Rose area (pink rocks)
3 nights

Cameret sur Mer on the Crozon peninsula

1 night

Quimper/Benodet/Concarneau area


4 nights

Vannes






3 nights

Nantes






2 nights

Rennes






1 night

Itinerary Detail

The stars (*, **, ***) next to the sites in the itinerary represent the rating given in the Michelin Green Guide (referred to as GG below).  If I think the site is better than the rating, I will add a +; if I think it’s not as good, I will add a – (minus).

Day 1 (not a Tuesday)
Arrive in Paris – CDG

Use map # 305

From CDG, pick up a car get on the N14 heading northwest towards Rouen.  At Magny, head west towards Vernon on the D86, then the D37, and the D5.   

Monet's Garden & Home at Giverny*  Open 10-6 Closed Tuesday     See GIVERNY in the GG.
If you are a fan of Monet, visit the gardens & his home.  If you are not a fan but you like gardens, there are much better gardens to be seen elsewhere (see Chateau Champ de Bataille below).  In fact, my wife thought that some of the plantings in the round-abouts on the highways were prettier than Giverny. (Note: our one visit to Giverny was in the fall & it is certainly possible that the gardens had been better earlier)
Use map #304
From  Giverny, take the D313 northwest to Les Andelys.
Hotel – Chaine d’Or in Les Andelys www.hotel-lachainedor.com .  The restaurant at the hotel is excellent.  Stay 1-2 nights.  We did not think that the countryside or the sites around Les Andelys were very interesting – compared to other regions in Normandy & Brittany.  If you have limited time for your vacation, I would stay in les Andelys only 1 night.  
Day 2
Chateau Gaillard**-.  The chateau is mostly a ruin, but it has a lot of history & the views are great.   There is a good view of the chateau from the "back road" that you take from the north end of Les Andelys to the chateau.  However, access to the chateau itself is difficult.  I think it looks more impressive from the outside than it does from the inside.  The town of Les Andelys has a nice setting - but the town is just OK – nothing special, although it dies have an impressive curch.  The small "Petit Andelys" where the Chaine d'Or is located is nicer, however.  Market day is Saturday.
Chateau & Gardens at Champ de Bataille**+. https://www.chateauduchampdebataille.com/ .  The gardens here are perhaps among the finest we've seen in France - including Versailles & Villandry.  There are not huge beds of intricately-planted flowers like in Villandry, but the grounds are vast with a number of different 'areas' each featuring a different theme or stylistic form with statuary and water features including fountains - which are spectacular.  The Chateau itself contains treasures that the owner has collected.  There are only a few rooms that can be visited - but they are jaw-dropping.  The gardens are open a few days a week, and the Chateau is only open Sat & Sunday.  We spent 1 ½ hrs visiting this chateau & gardens.  Admission in 2019 was 30E per person. 

Return to Les Andelys if you are staying 2 nights there.

In addition to dinner at Chaine d’Or, we had another dinner at de Paris https://www.hotelrestaurantlesandelys.com/ .  
Day 3 (not a Sunday or a Monday)
Make your way to Rouen.  The area around Rouen is a little too industrial for me.  If it gets a little shabby at this point as you get into the outskirts of Rouen, head to Rouen as quickly as you can.
Rouen***.  see ROUEN in the GG

This is a beautiful city – one of our favorites in France.  We’ve visited it three times.  It is a large city, and getting into the historic center can be a little hectic.  Remember - shops close for lunch around noon, so get there by 9:30 so that you can pop into some shops that look interesting.  Lots of cross-timbered buildings & great churches.  Follow the walking itinerary in the GG.  However, we had mixed impressions of the main pedestrian street through the city – the Rue Gros Horloge**.  It is a very pretty street, but it’s loaded with visually distracting chain stores (Pimkie, Foot Locker, etc) and it is difficult to really appreciate the beautiful architecture with these distractions.  We prefer other streets.  One of our favorites is the Rue de Martinville* east of the Cathedral Notre Dame.  Follow it as far as the cobblestones go.  Slip into the beautiful and quiet Aitre St Maclou** courtyard at the end of the cobblestone section of Martainville.  We also like the architecture along Rue Damiette* and the adjacent Rue Eau de Robec with the stream running down the middle of the street.

Hotel – We stayed at the Gustave Flaubert, which is centrally located and has a garage where we parked the car.  The hotel is nothing fancy – but for 1 night it worked out great.  There are many tourist restaurants in the historic section of Rouen, and we “checked out” most of them earlier in the day.  Many were way too touristy for us.  We ended up dining next door to our hotel at Les Nympheas – which exceeded our expectations.
Do you have an additional couple of days to spend in the Rouen/Les Andelys area?

We spent 2 weeks in a gite close to Louviers - which is just south of Rouen.  This regions was perhaps our least favorite in Normandy & Brittany, in part because it was badly damaged (and rebuilt) after WWII..  

The highlights are:

- Bernay+.  Lots of cross-timbered buildings.  Bernay was more interesting than most of the other "more famous" towns and surprised us in that regard..  We had a nice lunch at Le Bistro on Rue Gaston Folloppe.  We sat outside, but the interior was quite nice.  

- Pont Audemer*.  We arrived at the end of their weekly market on Monday.  This is a very interesting town to explore.  Follow the walking itinerary in the Green Guide.  I recommend not visiting on Monday.  We had to wait until after 2PM for them to completely clean up after the market, and thus expose their lovely buildings for us to photograph without distractions from the trash or market stalls.
- Verneuil sur Avre*.  This is a nicely restored old town with a lot of historic & timbered buildings.  We were surprised by it.  There is a map in the Green Guide - but instead go to the tourist office and get the walking map.  Follow the "Historic Tour".  We spent 1 ¼ hrs exploring Verneuil.

- Chateau de Maintenon*+. http://www.chateaudemaintenon.fr/en .  We love chateaux - and especially this one.  It is close to Paris and was about a 1 ½ hr drive to get there - but worth it.  Lovely gardens and has the remains/ruins of an aqueduct.
- Jardins d'Angelique+ near Montmain.  This was a lovely small garden.  There were many people photographing the flowers.  Nice roses.

- Lyons la Foret*.  This is a small village with a small covered market, and several cross timbered buildings.  However, we enjoyed Bernay and Verneuil sur Avre more.  We went there on a Sunday - their market day.  The market was disappointing - smaller than I expected & mostly "ordinary" crafts.  We had a lousy lunch at Cafe du Commerce, but an excellent dinner a week later at the Michelin 1 star La Lacorne Royal.
- Chateau Martainville and museum of traditions & art*+. http://www.chateaudemartainville.fr/fr/home/ (do not switch to the Engish version immediately).   We loved this place.  Though the exterior was lovely, it was the museum displays on multiple levels that were most memorable.  It took us 2 hours to visit the various rooms that displays historical artifacts.  They had to shoo us out before we could visit the last 
room - because they were closing.  
- Chateau Beaumesnil*+. https://www.chateaubeaumesnil.com/    Very picturesque chateau still undergoing restorations.  The exterior is remarkable - very flamboyant.  My wife took 40 photographs - on a cloudy day. 

Only so-so:

- Chateau Bizy*-.   https://www.chateaudebizy.com/    There is a 1 ½ hr French only guided tour.  Only visit this chateau if you are chateaux freaks like us, you can understand French, and will be in this region for 2 weeks or more.  The grounds were fun to explore.

- Acquigny French Gardens - only if you like gardens.  This one is a bit "wild".
Forget it:

Chateau Harcourt*-.  This was a marginal rip-off.  Only visit it if you like trees.  We were "in&out" in 15 minutes. 
- Vernon*-.  We found little to like about this town - except the cross-timbered building over the Eure river which we passed by car (stopped & photographed) as we were leaving town.
- Abbaye du of Bec Hellouin**--.  I don't understand the appeal - but I'm not a very religious person.  The admission is free.  There are a few places where you can purchase souvenirs which are the handywork of the order here.  There is no place where you can visit inside.  When we asked about interior visits, they said there is "something" at 3pm (we were there in the morning).  We visited Champ Bataille just after Bec Hellouin.  As we departed Champ Bataille, we commented that Bec Hellouin was overpriced and Champ Bataille was underpriced (30E each).
- Chateau de Vascoeuil*-.  I don't understand this chateau.  It was weird and un-interesting (to us) on the inside & outside.  Strange sculptures.  It was a 20 minute visit.                    

Day 4  
Leave Rouen going northwest on the A150 autoroute.  This autoroute will end, and the D6015 will continue northwest to the A29 heading west.  Get off the A29 at exit # 8, and take the D926 northwest to the D149 heading northeast.  In Hericourt, take the D131 north which follows the lovely Durdent River.  This is a very scenic road.  When you soon approach the Chateau Auffay on your right (see your 304 map) take the road off to the left into the village of le Hanourd.  This is a very interesting village.  You’ll take lots of pictures.  You won’t find le Hanourd in any tour books.  I read about this (and the drive getting there) in my France magazine.  After le Hanourd, get on the D925 heading northeast then west to the lovely village of Veules les Roses*+.    Look up VEULES LES ROSES in the GG.  This is a very charming village on the coast.  Pick up a walking itinerary at the tourist office & spend a couple of hours wandering around – you’ll love this village.

After Veules les Roses, head southwest along the coast.  We stopped at several towns/sites along the way – but there wasn’t anything that I would recommend except Palais Benedictine in Feecamp https://www3.benedictinedom.com/flamboyant-palais/ , until you reach Etretat***- (see the GG).  Don’t visit the town.  First head up to the Falaise d’Amont** and admire the views.  Then head into town, park the car wherever you can (difficult), and spend an hour or so walking up to and around the Falaise d’Aval***.  This is a fantastic spot with great views of the cliffs.  There is a picture in my GG.  
After the Falaise d’Aval, take the D39 heading southeast (bypass le Havre) & pick up the A29 at exit # 6 and head to Honfleur      
Honfleur**+ See HONFLEUR in the GG

Beautiful and ohotogenic port town.   We have visited it twice. Very touristy, but there is a reason it’s full of tourists.  Follow the walking itinerary in the GG.  Lots of cafes along the port.  Honfleur is quite crowded mid-day, so it’s best to explore the town in the late afternoon or in the morning.  On our latest trip, we arrived at 9:30 and departed at  noon - a 2 ½ hour visit.  
Hotel – L’Ecrin in Honfleur http://www.hotel-ecrin-honfleur.com/fr/ - stay 3 nights.  See the Michelin red guide for the location of the Hotel.  Getting to the hotel can be a little difficult, but there is parking & the hotel is very helpful (I believe they speak English).

If you are planning on staying in Normandy for 1 week or more and can work with a Saturday to Saturday rental, consider staying in a Gite.  As of 2018, we’ve rented 70 gites scattered around France, for a total of 110 weeks.  We rent them through Gites-de-France.  Here is the one we stayed in while in Normandy in ’11.  Of the 58 different gites we’ve rented (we've rented some of them multiple times) – this was one of the better ones.  Rated 4 wheaties – out of 5 (there are very few 5 rated gites in France).  It is ideally situated to visit most of the sites I’ve mentioned in this Normandy section.

https://www.gites-de-france.com/fr/normandie/calvados/le-champ-roger-14g1582 
Day 5

Explore Honfleur in the morning.

See the Cote de Grace** described in the excursions section about Honfleur in the GG, and on map 304 – just west of Honfleur.  Drive along this road and also drive along the ‘green” road between the D279 and Honfleur.
There are some very beautiful classic resorts along the coast from Trouville to Cabourg.  These “old style” resorts have many old Belle Epoque/Victorian houses, so if you like to see this type of stuff, drive along the coast.  See DEAUVILLE **- in GG.  We really didn’t find these resort towns to be that interesting compared to other resort towns/cities in France.  There is some eye-catching architecture scattered around – but that’s about it.

A small inland village that we really enjoyed is Beaumont en Auge+.  There is a wonderful restaurant in this village where we had one of the best dinners in the region.  Read about the village and our dining experience at the end of this itinerary.

If you like towns with cross-timbered buildings, head to Pont l’Eveque – which, of course, is famous for cheese by the same name.  Most of the picturesque houses are along the D675 and west of the D579.
Return to Honfleur 

We dined at two different restaurants in Honfleur – neither of them remarkable.

Day 6 (not Tues)
Pays d’Auge*++ see Pays d’AUGE in the GG

This is the Normandy countryside that makes this region famous.  Follow the route in the Michelin guide.  From Honfleur, head towards Pont l’Eveque, and then get on the D48 heading south towards Lisieux.  Skip Lisieux*  and then get on the D64 heading south from Lisieux.  Follow the route clockwise.
While on the above GG route:
- St Germain de Livet*+.  This is a very pretty chateau.
- Livarot – this town is famous for its cheese by the same name – one of the best in Normandy.  There is an interesting & worthwhile self-guided tour through a cheesemaking facility just to the south of town on the “white” road that runs through Liverot (not the D579).  There are a few half-timbered buildings along the road. (BTW, I would not recommend a visit to Camembert).
Once back at Lisieux, head west on the N13, then the D50 & find your way to Cambremer.  First, stop at Pierre Huet for a tour of the Calvados distillery and then a tasting https://www.calvados-huet.com/ .  Then walk 100 meters to the wonderful Les Jardins du Pays d’Auge*+ http://www.lesjardinsdupaysdauge.com/ .  These were by far the best gardens we visited in the region.  

After the gardens, take the D101 southwest to Crevecoeur en Auge (see CREVECOEUR in the GG).  Crevecoeur is an interesting Chateau*, although it’s more of a series of buildings where there are displays and films about Normandy Architecture.  

Retrace your route east on the N13 to La Boissiere, and then head north on the D59, continuing on to the D117/D85/D146 to Beuvron en Auge*+.   This is a very pretty village – perhaps the “cutest” in Normandy.  Our gite was very close to here, and we had a memorable dinner at the Michelin 1 star Le Pave d’Auge* in Beuvron.
Return to Honfleur  

Other “attractions” in the area:
- Chateau Vendeuvre**  very pleasing garden also.

- St Pierre sur Dives Monday morning market in an old timbered hall and outside on the parking lot & street.  Town is not worth visiting itself.
- Poterie du Mesnil de Bavent.  If you have noticed lots of ceramic decoratives and finials on buildings – this is where they are made and sold.  We spent a lot of time here.  www.poterie-bavent.com .  It is located between the towns of Bavent & Ranville on the D513 where it meets the D224

- Falaise* – newly opened William the Conqueror museum* in the Chateau.  It was only OK.  Good Sat morning market.  We enjoyed the Automates museum.  

- Suisse Normande**-  see SUISSE NORMANDE in the GG  follow the route outlined.  Clecy*- is mentioned and we visited the Sunday market there (not that great), and we didn’t see much that interested us in the village.
- Carrouges Chateau**  http://www.chateau-carrouges.fr/en/   See CARROUGES in GG.   This is an extremely picturesque and interesting Chateau – don’t miss.

Recommended Restaurants
- Le Dauphine.  A Michelin 1 star in La Breuil en Auge.  See my wife’s write-up at the back of this itinerary.
- Le Pave d’Auge in Beauvon en Auge.  Another Michelin 1 star, but more touristy than the others.

- Auberge de l’Abbaye in Beaumont en Auge.  Delightful & cozy place.  See my wife’s write up.

- Chateau les Bruyeres.  Very nice place.  If you don’t want to stay in Honfleur and would rather stay in the “interior” of Normandy in the beautiful Pays d’Auge, this hotel/restaurant would be a good choice.  

http://www.chateaulesbruyeres.com/uk/hotel-chateau-normandy.html .  Note - it may have closed since we were there.
Day 7
D-Day beaches & museums 
Head out early and get to Caen by 9am. 
Le Memorial**  See CAEN in the GG   The Memorial is north of Caen (the museum is well marked on the north ring road around Caen – it is in an industrial park).  It  opens at 9:00 so get there as soon as it opens. 

This museum details WWII and the conditions & events leading up to it.  In addition to the exhibits, there are 3 (maybe 4) films to see.  Only the first two (I believe) are of any interest.  The best one shows the D-Day events from both the Allied & German perspective (they are shown simultaneously on a split screen).  Plan on at least 3 hours at this Museum (have lunch there in the cafeteria)

Pegasus Bridge+ See PLAGES DU DEBARQUEMENT in the GG.  Visit the museum and try to attend an explanation of the British glider landings on June 5 and the capture of this important bridge across the Orne river.

British Landing Beaches (Sword, Juno, Gold).  The British beaches are in an over-developed area & not as haunting as the American landing beaches.  You might just want to drive quickly through this area.

Arromanches   See ARROMANCHES in GG

Musee du Debarquement – watch the film

360 Degree theatre

Walk along the beach & see the Mulberries up closely

Hotel – Chateau Sully or Lion d’Or in Bayeux.  Stay there for 2 nights.
Day 8
Bayeux**-  A quick walk through town before viewing the tapestry. 

Bayeux Tapestry***  open 9-6:30

Battle of Normandy museum*+ (open 10-12:30, 2-6) 

German Batteries at Longues-sur-Mer.  See PLAGES DU DEBARQUEMENT in the GG

American landing beaches.   See OMAHA BEACH in GG

American Cemetery at Colleville sur Mer

Pointe du Hoc**   More German batteries

Ste Mere Eglise.  See STE MERE EGLISE in GG.  I found this a little tacky & the museum wasn’t that great.  My wife spent the summer of ’66 living with a French family while studying French at a High School in St Brieuc, Brittany.  While on a field trip to Ste Mere Eglise, the mayor of the town gave each American student a small piece of cloth that was clipped from the parachutes of the 82nd Airborne Division, who landed & liberated their village on June 6 – at great cost.

We did not visit Utah Beach.  Return to Bayeux.
Day 9

Visit more D-Day sites

Head out towards Mont St Michel, via Carentat, St Lo, & Villedieu.

Villedieu les Poeles (See VILLEDIEU) is a town that has dozens of stores featuring copper items.  We have purchased most of our cookware from stores in this town.  The quality (decorative vs. serious cookware) varies, so just be aware of what you want/need.    

Mont St Michel*** Listed in both Michelin guides.  We have visited the Mont 3 times.

You will park in one of the many large lots, and take a shuttle from the central shuttle area to the Mont.  If you stay at the hotel I recommend, they will tell you which area to park in, and the access code to that area. 

Here is a perfect plan for visiting Mont St Michel.  We did this on June 26 & 27 in 20199.

Stay overnight on the Mont to experience this incomparable and unforgettable site.  We stayed at the Auberge St Pierre https://www.auberge-saint-pierre.fr/en/ in one of the rooms in the "main" building.  We booked half-board.  I think we stayed in room 102.  It is the room directly across the hall from the secret rampart access door.  The Auberge is very close to the entrance to the Mont.  Arrive at 6PM.  The Auberge has a "secret door" to the ramparts.  As soon as you check into the hotel, spend 30 minutes slowly walking along the entire length of the ramparts - all the way to the Abbey.  Then walk down the Grand Rue (main street in MSM) - without many tourists around you.  Then go have a 7:30 dinner at the hotel. They had a fantastic roast rack of lamb.  My wife indicated that the soup de poisson was quite good too.  After dinner, repeat the Ramparts/Grand Rue circuit.  This was our favorite time of the day at MSM - when there was still enough daylight to photograph the streets, buildings, and Abbey.  This was between 9:30 & 10:15PM in late June.  Adjust the timing if you will be there on a different date.
Now - here is the most important thing to do.  Next morning, repeat the ramparts walk again very early - perhaps 7:15AM.  The sun is perfect at this time of day (adjust for your date).  Walk along the ramparts until you hit the first long flight of stairs.  Then return along the ramparts to the Auberge to have quick breakfast at 7:45.  At 8:15, walk along the ramparts all the way to the Abbey.  Arrive at the Abbey at 8:30, sit in the shade on the steps (or anywhere else you can find), and wait for the Abbey to open at 9:00.  A leisurely tour of the Abbey will take 45 minutes.  We did not use the audio.  Then exit the Abbey through the gardens - back to the area where you first entered the Abbey.  Walk along the road just left of the stairs (which go up to the Abbey ticket office), and explore the small paths "off" Grand Rue.  Keep close to the Abbey - but if you can see cars parked on a street to your right - take the path "away" from the cars.  Eventually you will end up at the St Peter's Parich - where you will walk down Grande Rue to the Auberge.  
Depart the Auberge/MSM  NO LATER then 10:30AM.  We departed at 10:20 and there were mobs & mobs & mobs of people entering MSM.  When we got off the shuttle where our car was parked, there were very long lines of people waiting to get on the shuttles to MSM.  I would not enjoy the experience of MSM if I visited between the hours of 10:30 and 6:30.  MSM is magic if you can avoid the massive crowds.  Don't visit any museums - they will add nothing to the experience.  MSM's setting, architecture, and the Abbey are all unique - the museums are not (we visited several on prior trips).  

Day 10
Brittany

In June ‘01, we spent 2 weeks in a Gite near Plancoet in Northern Brittany, and 1 week in a Gite near Pont Aven in Southern Brittany.  We thought Northern Brittany was prettier and more interesting than Southern Brittany.  In Sept ’07 we stayed for 2 weeks in a gite in Northern Brittany directly on the ocean and just north of Penvenan (which is northwest of Treguier).  In 2018, we stayed in a gite near Vannes for 2 weeks and another gite near Concarneau for 2 weeks.  In 2019, we stayed near Dinan on the Rance estuary for 2 weeks.  We've "overnighted" in Nantes for 2 nights & Quimper for 1 night.  We've also stayed in Rennes several times on our way to & from other places in Brittany.
Use Michelin Map # 309

Note  Ancient rock formations, megaliths, cairns, etc hold no appeal for us.  So I will not recommend any of them because we have not visited any.

The "most visited" site in Brittany - the roundabouts

Most people are familiar with roundabouts, but this area of France takes it to a whole new level.  Often, you can barely come out of one roundabout (with the up-shifting and down-shifting as you accelerate into a roundabout and brake leaving it) when you immediately repeat those maneuvers heading into the next one, and quite possibly another 'next one'.  Oddly, the placement of the roundabouts doesn't favor either:

1.  busy 'intersections' where traffic (especially large trucks) is slowed inconveniently or 
2.  small 'intersections' where there does not seem to be a fathomable reason why much traffic control would be needed at all.  
Traffic lights/signals would seem more appropriate to the first case, while basic stop signs would do the job for the latter.  This is not the region where you want to learn to drive a stick shift for the first time.  One of our gite proprietors said that building roundabouts was the second-favorite pastime in Brittany  (the first is going on strike to address some sort of a grievance).

Dinan/St Malo area

When we stayed in this region of Brittany in 2001, we based just a few kilometers southwest of Plancoet near Bourseul - west of the Rance estuary (which divides the Dinan/St Malo region in half).  We really enjoyed the countryside in this area and the Cote d'Emeraude between Dinard and St Brieuc.  We ventured a few times east of the Rance estuary to visit St Malo & Cancale (for Oysters).  In 2019 we stayed in a gite just south of Plouer sur Rance for 2 weeks.  Our first week we drove east of the Rance to 2 restaurants for dinner near Cancale (see below) and also visited St Malo, the Rance estuary, Chateau Combourg, Chateau Fougeres, Mont St Michel, and the coast between St Malo & Pointe de Grouin.  After this first week, I didn't feel as enamored with the Dinan region as I was on our first visit in 2001.  The second week of our 2019 trip we mostly visited the area west of the Rance - returning to the coast between Dinard & St Brieuc, St Lunaire, and also many ventures into the inland areas of this region.  I enjoyed this area west of the Rance much more than the area east of the Rance.  So now I'm enamored with the Dinan region of Brittany again.
Hotel, 4 nights – we've stayed in Gites for 4 weeks in this area, so we don’t have any hotel recommendations.  The best location would be near Dinan.  There is too much urban sprawl and it is too crowded the closer you get to St Malo & Dinard.  In fact, the farther away from St Malo I get  - the more I enjoy this region of Brittany.  If you can stay at least a week from Sat to Sat, I highly recommend this gite.  

https://www.homeaway.co.uk/p1468213a?uni_id=1640305  The owner is British - thus she speaks perfect English.  The cottage is in a group of about 6 "old houses" in a small hamet, has an enjoyable garden, and is just south of Plouer sur Rance.  There is an excellent grocery store in Plouer sur Rance.
Dinan** See DINAN in GG

Follow the walking itinerary marked in green in the GG

This is perhaps our favorite “smaller” town in northern Brittany/Normandy

Market day is Thursday morning – very nice market. 

Valle de la Rance** See RANCE in the GG

If you need to see some countryside instead of “City” today, then follow the itinerary in the guide (skipping St Malo, Dinan, & Dinard).  Follow the route clockwise in the GG, but on the southern section, cross the Rance from east to west on the D57 that heads west from La Vicomte sur Rance.  Make sure you stop & wander through St Suliac*.  Difficult parking - but a charming village, some "workable" restaurants, and great views of the Rance.  Also stop in Mordreuc, La Landriais, and especially at the Jardin de Montmaris for some nice walks & views of the Rance.   
Days 11
St Malo***- and the Cote d'Emeraude from St Malo to Cancale***-.
We are not big fans of St Malo.  The setting is spectacular and  the history is remarkable.  We are huge architecture fans - but we are less enamored with the architecture in St Malo.  Keep in mind that St Malo was almost destroyed in WWII and rebuilt.  But, like Fisherman's Wharf in San Francisco (where we are from), everyone should pay it a visit.  We have been to St Malo many times for a visit and to also have dinner.  Like Honfleur, get there by 9:30 to find a place to park and before the large tour groups arrive.  Follow the walking itinerary in the GG - but I found it hard to follow (we got lost a few times & "gave up").
The Cote d'Emeraude from St Malo to Cancale.  
If you do this in the morning, go from Cancale to St Malo.  If you do it in the afternoon  - from St Malo to Cancale.  This is to keep you from driving with the sun in your face.  I'll describe the sites along the way from Cancale to St Malo.
We did not visit Cancale in 2019, but we did in 2001.  As I recall, the village is not very interesting - but the oysters are great.  I'm a big Oyster fan.  We had a "taste off" between ordinary Brittany oysters, and Cancale oysters.  There was no comparison - you will notice a big difference.

Pointe du Grouin** is quite scenic.  The drive west from the Pointe, however, was rather disappointing unless you like large sand dune beaches.  There were too many campers, trailer parks, and "establishments" to accommodate lots of people.  It was not as "pristine" as other sections of the Cote d'Emeraude that we visited.  However, Rotheneuf and especially the Plage du Val in Rotheneuf was quite pleasurable.  The coast road through Parma (suburb of St Malo) has some very nice villas along the coast road, but the inland area of Parma is not interesting  at all.
If there is time left in the day, a visit to Dol de Bretagne* would be interesting.  See the GG.  Visit the Cathedral first.  I usually don't go out of my way to visit a church - but I really enjoyed this one.  It is quite large and magnificent for a town of this size.  Then walk down both sides of Grand rue des Stuarts (not named after me) and the continuing Lejamptel.  Go all the way to the les Halles market - which has some small craft vendors.  Make sure you also walk down Ceinte R. 
Day 12.  

Walk from the Plage de L'Ecluse in Dinard to the Plage de St Enogat+++.  
We enjoyed this spectacular walk along a concrete walkway (directly on the coast) in 2001 & 2019.  It was one of the highlights of our visit to this region.  It is a 3 hour event.  You will walk along the path with the cliffs to your left with beautiful villas on top, and beach or rocks to your right.  The views are spectacular.  You will need a car and perhaps a good GPS to get you to the starting point.   

Access Dinard from the north via St Lunaire.  We accessed St Lunaire from Ploubalay, which took us on a very scenic drive through St Briac sur Mer, St Lunaire*, and on to Dinard.  There are some extravagant older villas in St Lunaire* (visit them later).  Look at the map of Dinard in the GG.  Follow the D786 and drive east on Boulevard Albert Lacroix.  When Albert Lacroix terminates, turn left on a narrow one-way road and park the car where you can, and follow the path & stairs down to the west end of Plage de l'Ecluse.  We got there early in the morning before many people arrived at the beach.  The Plage de l'Ecluse was rather scenic with the several large hotels and the tents along the sand.  Find the narrow concrete walking path at the west end if the plage.  Walk past Villa les Roches (there will be a sign on the walking path) past Pointe de la Malouine, and walk as far as where you can see two beaches.  The farthest one is the largest and is Plage de St. Enogat.  There are several "public" stairs to go from the concret walkway to the top of the cliffs.  When you get up on top the cliffs, you will encounter the Jardin du Port-Riou.  Spend some time sitting on one of the benches in the park.  Walk down the west side of the park to the lookout and admire the view and perhaps use the restroom.  Then return to the park and "hug" the road closest to the sea & walk back to your car.  There are some wonderful villas that you will pass along the way back to your car.  We spent about 30 minutes wandering around the roads atop these cliffs, and enjoyed admiring and photographing these impressive and historically exuberant villas.

Do this trip early in the morning for 3 reasons:

1 The sun will be at your back for the walk

2.  The roads accessing the starting point  of the walk will be less crowded & you will have a better chance to find a place to park.

3.  Plage de L'Ecluse will be less crowded.

Return form the walk via St. Lunaire*.  In St Lunaire you will actually drive on a different road for a portion of your return, than the road you took to Dinard.  The D786 will split and then rejoin itself.   Immediately when it rejoins, veer right towards the Pointe du Decolle**-.  There are some more villas along this road to the Pointe that my wife spent about 30 minutes photographing them (she is an historic villa fan).  The Pointe de Decolle**- is nothing special.

Day 13
Cote d'Emeraude***, Cap Frehel***, Fort la Latte**, Pointe du Chevet++.
This is our favorite portion of the Cote d'Emeraude.  Get an early start and take the D786 to Sables d'Or les Pins*-.  Sables d'Or (we've visited it twice - and had dinner there also) is not a place where I would want to spend any time at all.  Just a bland & touristy "summer place" with little charm.  Just drive though on the D34  until you start seeing some beautiful coast.  You will pass several beaches - including Greves d'en Bas and La Fosse which "France Today" magazine declared to be one of the best beaches in France.  Then head to Cap Frehel***.  This is our favorite spot on the coast.  Red, grey, and black cliffs rise from the ocean.  When we were there in very early July, there were many colorful purple & yellow flowers blooming on the top of these cliffs.  My wife took 40 pictures of this cap.  We arrived at 10:30 & departed at 11:45.  Park the car & walk to the lighthouse.  Once past the lighthouse, stay as far to the left as you can - but stay near the footpath.  This is a very walkable area.  The views are best in the morning.  The westernmost side of the pointe is the prettiest.
Leave Cap Frehel & find your way to Fort de la Latte**.  The fort has had a fair amount of well done restration, and with its setting is quite picturesque.  There is a somewhat long walk to & from the fort.  It takes about a 20-25 min downhill walk to get there, and a 30-35 min uphill walk back.  The views are nice - but not as spectacular as Cap Frehel.

Next, get back on the D786 heading east to Pointe du Chevet.   Bypass Pointe de St Cast**--, and St Cast le Guildo*-.  We did not find the Pointe scenic nor the town charming.  We did, however, find Pointe de la Garde** to be scenic.   We spent about an hour at the Pointe du Chevet++.  Cap Frehel has tall cliffs, while Pointe du Chevet does not.  There are many islands in the area, and we spent our time watching the tide go in (or maybe it was out).

Note - we actually tried to visit the Pointe du Chevet to Sables d'Or section of the coast in 1 day.  We did not finish.  We didn't get to Cap Frehel on the first try, so we returned to Cap Frehel a few days later.  The long walk to Fort de la Latte (on a very hot day) exhausted us.  And we like to finish the day around 

3:30 pm.  The itinerary above excludes Pointe de St Cast - so you should be able to finish it in less than one day      

Do you have any additional days or time available?? 
Highlights:

- Chateau Vitre**+.  The Michelin Green guide proclaims the town of Vitre to be "the best preserved old world town in Brittany".  We spent about 1 ½ hrs and 75 photographs exploring the medieval town and chateau.  Unlike Fougeres - the Vitre Chateau has rooms with furniture in them.

- Chateau Combourg*.  

- La Ballue gardens if you are a garden fan.  The chateau is a "high-end" B&B.

- Chateau Bonnefontaine.  You can enter the grounds, pay a fee in the fee box, and walk around the chateau.  You can't go inside.  It is close to La Ballue

- Here is a nice countryside drive.  Leave Dinan by going northwest on the D68/D794 through Quevert (see the rose garden in Quevert - it is a quick visit).  Just north of Corseul take the  D68 west to Bourseul, then the road northwest to the Bge de la Ville Hatte, and west on the (GreenRoad) D28 to Pleven.  Then the (GreenRoad) south of Pleven to Plorec, then the D68 east back to Bourseul.  Take the D91 south to St Meloir des Bois, then the road east to St Maudez.  Then find your way back "home".  

Only so-so:
- Le Rocher Portail chateau.  If you are interested in the "workings" of an upper middle-class royalty chateau. 

- Les Rochers Savigne chateau.  If you are a Madame Sevigne fan

- Fougeres**- Chateau & town.  A little hard to find parking.  The chateau itself is a ruin on the inside.  The town is a C+.  The walking itinerary in the GG is a little deceiving - the walk is longer and has more ups & downs that may be evident from the map.  

Restaurants - from our 2019 visit
I'll rate them from a 1 (top ranking) to a 4 score.  There are ties.  The star(*) or no star is the Michelin rating.  Our dinner cost for 2 with aperitifs & wine follows.

1.  La Gouesniere* at the Tirel-Guerin hotel in La Gouesniere  $240
1.  Le  Coquillage** just south of Cancale  $261
1.  Le Pourquir Pas* in Dinard  $281
2.  Le 7 Mers in St Malo Parme area $213
2.  Le St Placid* in the St Malo St Servan area $320
3.  Le Chalut in St Malo  $215
4.  Restaurant de la Gare in Ploubalay  $187
La Gouesniere versus La Coquillage.  These restaurants are only 5 K from each other.

Gouesniere had a more diversified menu, but plenty of seafood.  Excellent presentation (more stuff "happening" on the plate).  Very relaxing atmosphere.

Coquillage is strictly seafood with "subtle aromatics".  It has a vegetarian menu.  Unusual seafood combinations.  If you want a fillet of sole with buerre blanc - don't eat here.  If you are looking for seafood presentations you won't find elsewhere - this is your place.  For dessert, I had a combo of 10 different items (small servings) from their desert cart.  All were A+. (I am not a dessert fan).

Le Pourquir Pas.  This restaurant exceeded our expectations.  We had an all seafood menu.  The seafood dishes were prepared perfectly, and displayed quite artfully on the plate.  We had St Pierre at another restaurant two nights earlier, and we couldn't believe it was the same fish.  Plus the views of St Malo across the Rance were breathtaking.  This was perhaps our favorite restaurant.

Day 14

Leave Dinan heading towards St Brieuc, and then get on the D786 that follows the coast northwest of St Brieuc.   

We think the northern Brittany coast is the most scenic coastline in France.  You will have enjoyed some beautiful coast along the Cote d’Emeraude, but the coast you will see in the next several days is more dramatic.

Just east of Plouha, there are several “pointes” that offer spectacular views.  This coastline of Brittany reminds us of the beautiful Big Sur coast in California – near where we live.  The best thing to do in this immediate region is to just drive along the small roads that jut out from the D786 and admire the views, take walks along the cliff tops, and even hike down to the beach if you find an access.  Don’t miss the Pointe de Plouha, Port Moguer, Plage Bonaparte, and the GR 34 (hiking path) north of  Plage Bonaparte.  Then continue northwest along the D786 and visit Pointe de Minard*+, Pointe de Bilfort*+ and the Pointe de l’Arcouste**.

Where to stay in this region???

This area has several B&Bs and some hotels.  I would try to find a place near Penvenan or Treguier.  I would not recommend staying in Perros-Guirec – we didn’t find it to be very charming & there is a little too much traffic.  After spending 2 restful & calming weeks in a gite on the beautiful coast, we dreaded driving through Perros-Guirec to get to other sites. 

Hotel Kastell Dinech near Treguier http://www.kastelldinech.com/welcome.php
Or stay at a Castel Beau Site on the beach at Ploumanach,  at the start of the Granite Rose walk (see next day). http://www.castelbeausite.com/chambres
We had dinner at this hotel – and although my fish was overcooked, the rest of the meal was fine.  It had an "old world" pleasant ambience.
Stay in this region for 3 nights.

Day 15 & 16
Tides

I had an itinerary planned for each day in the week when we stayed on the coast for 2 weeks in this region.  However, about day 2 I abandoned the itinerary.  On some days the tides were in and there was water about 50 meters away from our gite.  At other times of the day, you could not see any water.  I therefore had to consult a tides table and re-arranged the itinerary so that the tides would be “in” on days we took coastal drives, and “out” on other days when the tide would not be literally covering a road that we planned to travel on.  The tides are quite dramatic here, and they change the "look" of a given area!!!

Cote de Granit Rose**+
Ploumanach**  See PLOUMANACH in the GG.  This is the heart of the Pink Granite Coast.  Park in the lot marked “P” (in the GG) close to the tourist office.  Pick up a map at the tourist office and walk to the beach.   Follow the walking trails through the pink rocks – it is very scenic and not an over demanding walk/hike.  You will probably take loads of pictures.  We have actually walked this route on several occasions, at different times of the day.  When we dined at the Castel Beau Site, we walked along the paths at sunset before dinner.  It is most remarkable on a sunny day (if you have an option of when to visit).
Visit Lannion*  See LANNION in the GG.  However, do not visit Lannion on a Sunday, or Monday morning when all the shops will be closed.  Some shops may open on Monday afternoon.

Treguier**  See TREGUIER in the GG.  We didn’t visit Treguier until later in our stay in this region.  I figured that the GG gave it a high rating because of its Cathedral.  We actually found it to be our favorite village in the area.  They have a pleasant market on Wednesday, and there are some half-timbered buildings on Pl Martray & R. Renan.  Just about every city, village, and hamlet in France has a “Monument to the Morts” commemorating local people killed in various wars involving France.  About 90% of the names on the monuments throughout France are from WWI - many shockingly from one family.  We make it a habit of always pointing out these monuments and perhaps even visiting them when we drive through a town.  The monument in Treguier is the most “touching”, in our opinion.  Try to find it – a simple large stone statue of a hunched over weeping Breton widow, rather than the “usual” combat figure or obelisk. 
Coast

From Penvenan, drive north to Bugueles – bearing left on the minor roads.  Bugueles is where our gite is located.  If you found the “correct” minor road, when you get to the water (or end of the road if the tides are out) you will spot a large house at the end of a gravel driveway.  At high tide, this house is completely surrounded by water.  At low tide, there is no water to be seen at all.  We saw several pictures of this house in photographic studios located in the region.  We took several pictures too. Our gite is the last building on the right as this paved road ends and you see the large house surrounded/not-surrounded by water.  Get out of the car & walk around the area a bit.  A GR goes directly in front of our gite on the water/no water side.  After viewing the house, drive east & then clockwise along the coast near the Pointe du Chateau (see the 309 map).  This is a very picturesque area and you won’t see many tourists.  Continue on this route to Plouguiel and then on to Treguier.  As you cross the water inlet into Treguier, you will see more evidence of the changing tides. 
Castles we visited:

Ch Kerouzere*

Ch Roche-Jagu*

Manoir de Tronjoly 
Ch Rosanbo*

Ile de Brehat**

At Pointe de l’Arcouest, take a boat over to the Ile (that is the only way to get there).  Allow about ¾ of a day for a visit.  We really enjoyed walking around this island, exploring several coves, and admiring some of the architecture of the buildings.  As you could imagine, the views are quite amazing.  Look up BREHAT in the GG.

Our favorite restaurant in this region was the Michelin 1 star La Ville Blanche near the village of Ville Blanche  http://www.la-ville-blanche.com/
Day 17
Switch to map # 308

Head towards Morlaix and visit Morlaix*.  Follow the walking itinerary described in the GG.  Some  half-timbered buildings are scattered around town.  There are some interesting shops on Grand Rue  – but again, don’t visit Morlaix on a Sunday or Monday.  Visit the Maison de la Reine Anne.

The town of Roscoff* is rated 1 star in the Michelin Green Guide, but we didn’t find it to be that interesting  - compared to the hundreds of other villages we’ve visited in France.  But it is worth a visit if you pass nearby.  Chateaux Kerouzere* and Tronjoly are close to Roscoff. 
After Morlaix (or Roscoff), get on the N12 heading west and stop at St Thegonnec**.  See ENCLOS PAROISSIAUX** in the GG.  Read about a “Calvary” in the GG.  

Visit St Thegonnec**
Visit Guimiliau**

Visit Lampaul-Guimiliau*
Get on the D30/D18/D791 heading southwest to the Crozon Pennisula***
See CROZON in the GG

In 2018, one of our gite proprietors recommended visiting the Crozon peninsula, instead of the Cornouaille** peninsula to the south (which includes the famous Point du Raz***).  So we drove there from the Pt Aven area on a long day-trip.  It is fantastic.  Skip La Faou (mentioned in some guide books) and head directly on the D791/D887 to Crozon (don't visit the city of Crozon).  From Crozon, take the D155/D355 north to Rosecanvel and follow the D355 counterclockwise around the peninsula.  The views are fantastic - looking across the water towards Breast.  At the Pointe des Espagnols**, drive past it a bit and pull into the parking lot just on your left.  Follow the walking path to a stone fort from the 19th century which was constructed during the Napoleonic wars - a series of intermittent wars fought between France and Great Britain, Prussia, Russia, and Austria (1799–1815).  It's worth it to go inside the fort (which once housed 60 soldiers) because there are a lot of informational posters and illustrations explaining the network of forts and the principles of defense that this and other forts in the area accomplished.  This point was critical in the defense of the area, particularly Brest.  

Continue along the path to the end of the point, where you can see the city of Brest in the distance across the water.  There are a number of other small paths with interesting views that you can follow as well.  

Next, drive to Cameret sur Mer+ and stay for 1 night at this quaint coastal town.  Walk along the quayside and admire the buildings facing the water - and also the Vauban Tower.  Whenever we walk along quays where there is a road between the water and the shops along the quay, we walk next to the water on the "opposite" side of the road from the shops.  In doing so, we can admire the building architecture instead of dodging the tourists and being distracted by the tacky trinket stands.

Perhaps stay at this hotel

http://www.hotel-thalassa.com/
Day 18
Continue to explore the Crozon Peninsula.  Remember - in the morning the sun will be at your back - so the views looking west will be best.   Drive to the parking lot at the Pointe de Penhir*** and wander around admiring the views out over the Atlantic ocean.  Then visit the Pointe de Dinan**, which we found to be the most interesting of these pointes.  We spent about 1 1/2  hours on the Pointe de Dinan - following many of the walking paths in the area and taking many pictures of this beautiful region.

Then depart the Crozon Peninsula (we did not visit the Cap de la Chevre) for Locronan.  The D887 is very scenic when it passes Menez Hom*** (we didn't visit this peak).    

Locranon**  is kind of a cultural “time capsule” (which is what it intends to be), a little touristy, but worth a visit.  It is obligatory to “pay” to park & get into the village.  See LOCRANON in the GG.  It's quite small, actually, but worth a visit.
We visited nearby Douarrnenez* - but I wished we hadn't.  Compared to other portside cities, it was a little drab.  My wife, however, was rather charmed by the town.  And even she has a hard time putting her finger on just why.  She felt it to be an 'honest' and 'practical' town with a smallish port lined with cafes.  The town has a "Les Halles" covered market - not a lot of vendors the day we were there, but a definite emphasis on seafood.  There is a creperie there, but it had a closing day when we visited.  Evidently, this town/port was very active in the large-scale 'conserverie' business - namely, processing and canning tuna, mackerel and sardines.  We passed by one very large cannery whose facade proudly proclaimed that it had been in business since 1853. Apparently there were at one time almost 40 of such factories in the area, although very few remain today. There were at least a couple of small stores in town which specialized in selling the canned products - in an assortment of decorative tins.
Pointe du Raz***  This is a very beautiful pointe, but it takes a bit of walking to get there.  I think there is a shuttle that takes you to/from the pointe if your legs are tired.  See Pointe du RAZ in the GG.

Head east from Auderne on the D784 to the Quimper/Benodet/Concarneau/Pt Aven region.  We've spent 3 weeks in this area - most recently in 2018 when we stayed on a peninsula just east of Concarneau for 2 weeks. Stay in this region for 4 nights.

The area immediately around the historic town or Concarneau is full of ugly commerce and un-scenic roads - so I would not base anywhere near Concarneau.  I would also not stay in Quimper.  Though we stayed in Quimper near the train station the last night we were in this area just so we could catch the TGV back to Paris.  Although Quimper exceeded our expectations (we had been there on 2 other trips)  the area around it might spoil your mental "image" of Brittany - not enhance it.  The areas we prefer are near Pt Aven/Tregunc or Benodet/Ste Marine.  If you want to make your stay in this region more of a "beach occasion" - also consider Cape Coz. 

Hotel – Les Auberge des Grandes Roches in Tregunc. 
http://www.hotel-lesgrandesroches.com/default.html
This hotel is close to the Gite where we stayed for a week in 2001.  We ate dinner at the Auberge one night & the hotel/setting was quite nice.

Here is a very nice hotel where we had dinner one night in 2018.  It is in Ste Marine and has "killer" views out over the Odet estuary towards Benodet from it's garden, restaurant, and I assume some of the rooms (we didn't stay there).  The hotel & garden is a great place to linger or to enjoy an aperitif on the terrace.

http://www.trimen.fr/en/
Here is the gite where we stayed in Tregunc

http://www.gites-de-france.com/location-vacances-Tregunc-Gite-29G15170.html  .

And a "splurge" gite on a peninsula just outside of Concarneau where we stayed for 2 weeks in 2018.

https://www.gites-de-france.com/location-vacances-Concarneau-Gite-Kernael-29G18940.html
The Hydrangeas of southern Brittany
The hydrangeas ('hortensias' in French) are nothing short of remarkable.  I'm not sure of the blooming season, but when we were there mid-June to mid-July they seemed to be in a full bloom, though in some of the shadier areas they didn't yet appear to be at their peak.  Unlike a small garden plant, these hydrangeas were for the most part enormous!!! - easily 5 feet tall/5 feet wide and often planted in clusters that magnified their beauty.  And the range of colors was glorious: from the deepest blue to deepest purple, lighter shades of pastel blue, dark crimson to soft pink, and snow white as well.  Sometimes a single bush would even have multiple colors.  I have read that you can 'feed' hydrangeas to achieve different colors, but there is no way that people are adding supplements to the literally thousands of hydrangea plants that dot the landscape everywhere.  In my mind, these flowers are legendary to the region. 

Day 19, 20, 21
Quimper**  See QUIMPER in the GG. 
Quimper is an absolutely delightful and vibrant town.  There is a lot of interesting commerce in the town that is appealing to visitors, and many cafes (with a strong focus on crepes and galettes) where you can take a break.  Looking up, the town's 'skyline' is dominated by the church in the center of town.  We thought it was more remarkable from the outside where two huge spires pierce the sky and the building's sculpted exterior was quite remarkable.  In the evening the spires are bathed in late-day sun, so it is quite memorable and on a scale that seems quite grand for the mid-size town.  The architecture is an interesting mix of half-timbered buildings and small-scale stone structures.  Overall, a very pleasing town to spend a day.  Don’t visit Quimper on a Sunday or Monday because stores will be closed.  We visited Quimper 2 days after the Tour de France ended a stage in Quimper, one day before the July 14 holiday, and 2 days before France won the 2018 Soccer World Cup - so the entire city was in a stage of patriotic "excitement".

Musee Departemental Breton* in Quimper
Incorporated into the church (and around the right side when you face the entrance) is the Musee (which only my wife visited while I had a lunch of oysters and salad with gesiers).  It is on several floors and starts with an archeological museum that she had intended to skip in favor of the 'costume' section, but found it to be more interesting than she had expected with some displays of artifacts dating back thousands of years.  The 'costume' section was the better part of one floor.  They had displayed exquisite examples of the (varied) local clothing - which served as an 'identity card' for different areas and different demographics (young people, married women, widowed women, holiday vs. daily wear which were all different).  The artistry of the embroidery and laces in particular was astonishing.  Attention was paid to the lace headwear of this region - the coiffes - which also varied from one area to another.  Anybody who likes the textile arts and who appreciates the existence of unique local designs will be impressed.  There was also an interesting 'video' of a collection of old still photographs displayed continuously in a small adjacent room - with all the different 'coiffes' and with everyone (including the children) looking quite dour.  All in all - the museum was very well curated and my wife spent at least 1 1/2 hours enjoying it. 
Musee Bigouden++ at the chateau in Pont L'Abbe
This museum is located in the 'keep' of a castle and occupies several floors, all dedicated to Breton clothing and lifestyle.  It was a very hot day, so I paid my 5E entrance fee, found a soft chair next to an air conditioner, and relaxed for about 1 hour.  What follows are my wife's observations of her visit as I had already had had my fill of lace and embroidery - of which she never seems to tire.  The museum was a celebration of the materials and fine craftsmanship of the clothing of the region with an emphasis on the silks, ribbons and metallic threads used to create the elaborate designs.  Today, these garments are seldom worn except on special occasions or for folklore festivals, although our gite proprietor told us that it was not uncommon as recently as the 60's to see older women still wearing the 'day-to-day' version of these garments.   The clothing was beautifully displayed and included the caps and coiffes that were part of the whole ensemble. There was even a fascinating video with a woman demonstrating exactly how to style/prepare your hair and then 'install' a coiffe - a reasonably complicated process involving hairpins, elaborate combing, and then the final placement of the coiffe atop all these layered components.  In addition to the clothing, there was one floor dedicated to the history and evolution of living styles - from the early days when families shared living quarters with their animals and the family lived 'communally' in one main room through to the major shifts in which the concept of separate bedrooms emerged and multiple generations didn't necessarily all share the same living space.  It was very clear that daily life was difficult well into the 20th century.  Most people were farmers and that labor occupied, in some capacity,  most family members' time.  Another beautifully-curated museum.  Though all the signage was only in French (which definitely added to the appreciation of what you were seeing), the displays were fascinating and mostly understandable even without the benefit of explanatory text. 
If you are interested in these two types of culture museums, but only have time to visit one of them - I would head for the Musee Bigouden.  However - there is no reason to visit the town of Pont l'Abbe - except for this museum.
The road that runs through the "heart" of Southwest Brittany
The D44 heading east from Pont L'Abbe, then continuing on the D783 just west of Concarneau and all the way to Quimperle, cuts through the heart of this Benodet/Concarneau/Pont Aven region.  Sections of this route are very scenic and sections are quite ugly (lots of uninspired commerce, big-box stores, etc).  You will find yourself driving on this route quite often - we did!!   Here are the "ugly" sections:

- Immediately around Fouesnant for a short section

- A long section from where the D783 branches from the D44 just north of Concarneau - and goes all the way to about 1 K west of Tregunc.  Unfortunately, we found ourselves on this route and on the access roads to the N165 Autoroute quite a bit - and it was really a "downer" driving along these roads.  The entire area around Concarneau is really bad.  I am going to recommend two very lovely drives in the region just south of Tregunc, Pont Aven, and Riec sur Belon (later in this itinerary) to make you forget about this ugly section of this of the Benodet/Concarneau/Pont Aven region.
The new bridge between Benodet and Ste Marine offers fantastic views of the Odet estuary.  We parked the car on the Ste Marine side of the bridge, and my wife went back and took many pictures of the estuary from the span of the bridge.   

Benodet*
We entered Benodet from the D44 roundabout and accessed "Centre Ville" via the "main" road that dissects the town.  As soon as we saw water - we turned left/south towards the casino area and parked.  What we saw was a very new and (in our opinion) un-inspired city full of large modern apartment buildings along the waterfront and "new/modern" architecture.  Not the "old world" charm that we were looking for.  There was a huge "sterile" sandy beach that appeared to be "man-made". Lots of commerce.  We got back in the car and headed north on the waterfront road, past the Pointe de Coq and encountered an entirely different  ambience. There was almost no commerce, many old mansions, smaller beaches with seaweed & rocks, and many benches where we could stop, relax, and admire the views.  We spotted the Tri Men/Les Trois Rocher hotel/restaurant across the estuary in Ste Marine - where we had dinner a few days earlier.  We eventually ended the walk at a cafe/restaurant "conglomeration" where we bought a sandwich and had lunch at a shady bench along the boardwalk.
Cape Coz+

Excellent crescent-shaped beach with 1-2 story houses and lots of trees along the one-way waterside road.  "Low key" concessions to rent Hobie Cats (my wife worked for Hobie Cat in the early 70s), get things to eat, and just admire the "beach scene".  We spent about one hour just wandering along this long beach - stopping at various benches along the way.  This is where I would want to stay for a "beach vacation".  For some reason, access to nearby Beg Meil was blocked by the police - so we didn't visit this beach community in 2018.

Keriolet Mansion++ near Concarneau.  This chateau is just off the D783.  The exterior of the chateau is remarkable.  There are several rooms to visit on the guided tour.  The kitchen with it's "ermine" patterned (symbol of Brittany) tiles was particularly memorable because it retained its historic character.
Concarneau Ville Close*.  

The trick here is to ignore the ugly commerce as you access Concarneau, find a place to park, and avoid the mid-day crowds and the distracting "trinket stands" outside the shops.  We accomplished this by:

- Having dinner at L'Amiral restaurant just outside Ville Close, and enjoying a beer at a cafe in Ville Close before dinner and after most shops closed for the day.

- Getting to Ville Close at 9am before the crowds arrived and the shops opened.  At 10am, we visited the fascinating Fishing Museum when it opened.  This museum, with its extensive displays really explained how the fishing industries were the foundation of much of the local economies.  Take one of the several stairways accessing the top of the walls for good vistas.  We were gone by 11am.

Pont Aven**.  We drove through Pont Aven about a half dozen times & it was never really crowded like we anticipated.  This was the first two weeks of July.  If you approach it from the west, when the D783 swings north to go around Pont Aven at a round-about - instead keep going straight and park at the large car park on your left.  Explore Pont Aven.  Really quaint village - perhaps the best in the region.

Here are two very interesting "outings" that will get you to the area south of Tregunc and Pont Aven and make you forget about the crowds in other parts of this region.

Outing One - les Petits Ports Bretagne - recommended to us by the proprietor of our gite.
The coast south of Pont Aven reminds me of the coast of Maine – lots of Estuaries (Avens). Here is a drive we took to explore this area.  It would be hard to do this using the 308 map (1/150,000 scale) so if you can get IGN map 0620ET scale 1/25,000, navigating would be much easier.  Actually, I would not attempt to do this drive without the IGN map.  Same with the next outing.

From Pont Aven, head to Riec Sur Belon.  Then get on the D24 southeast towards Moelan sur Mer.  Just prior to Moelan, take a smaller road and then the D116 west to Kerfany les Pins, which is the last village on the south side of the Aven (estuary).   Just before Kerfany, head north to Belon.  I  believe that there are signs directing you to Belon.  As you approach the Belon port, there is a downhill road to the port.  Drive down this road and park your car where you can.  We parked it on this downhill road.  Then wander into the port. Keep walking straight and you will follow the road up the cliff and overlooking the port.  You will pass some lovely homes - where I wish I could stay for a week or two.  Keep following this one-way road as it circles back to the downhill road where you/we parked the car.  Then exit Belon by car following this same road you walked on (it is one-way).

Now find your way through Kerfany and bear right to the Pointe (it says "Minbriz" on my IGN map).  Just as you pass a "monument" on the right side of the road - park the car.  Walk to this monument and follow the walking path.  There are some lovely spots for a picnic along this short walking path - with fantastic views over the Aven.  We spent about 1 hour here in 2001 and another hour in 2018.  
Now about the "monument".  What amazes us in our travels in France is how 'fresh' the memories (and the devastating toll) of both world wars are to the French.  Almost every town and village has a meticulously maintained memorial to those fallen in war - many statues are a WWI  'doughboy' solider and as subsequent wars occurred and more were killed, new plaques at the base of the statue listing the dead were added.  Even streets and town squares are named to commemorate the dead - sometimes a person's name; sometimes a dated event such as the gunning down of resistance members.  Our gite proprietor simply called World War I  "14 through 18" and the period between WWI and WWII "the inter-war years".  It's almost as if it's one long (and miserable) period of wars, but then European history is really dotted with long and serial wars, many of which completely altered the course of history.  So, on this overlook we noticed a number of small stone markers in the grasses which, upon reading the inscription on a larger sign explained the significance: during WWII Nazi troops ambushed members of the French Resistance and two British aviators on this site, shot them all and then dumped the bodies in a trench.  So, that is what these markers commemorate.  

Walk back to the monument and west a few paces to the Pointe for another view of the Atlantic and the estuary/aven.  There are some picnic tables in this area.  You could spend an hour at this pointe also.  This is where two estuaries converge.  Port Manec'h is directly west (see next outing).  Now get back in the car and continue driving around the loop to your left and down to the Plage de Kerfany.  There was a nice beach/plage there in 2001 where we spent some time - but it has since been "enhanced" with a giant resort  complex and it did not appeal to us in 2018.  

Head back to Moelan on the D116, but prior to Moelan, take a sharp right onto the D216 southwest to Brigneau.  This is a appealing/small port on an aven.  Then - back on the D216 towards Moelan and before Moelan take the right at the roundabout through Bellevue and then another right to Merrien – another small port.

Now on to our favorite port - Doelan.  Follow the smaller roads east to Doelan.  As you get close to Doelan - look for the signs directing you to "Rive Droit" and "Rive Gauche".  Follow the sign to Rive Droit.  You will arrive at a dead-end with a parking lot in front of you, a small restaurant to the left, and a small convenience store in front of you on the other side of the parking lot.  Park the car at the lot and walk to the left of the convenience store and down to the port.  About 3 steps down the stairs to the port, you can step onto a garage rooftop for a good view.  Then go down to the port & sit and "admire" for a bit.

That's all!!.  Now drive back to your base by passing south of Moelan, through Ric sur Belon and through Pont Aven.

You could combine this outing with a visit to Pont Aven on the way to or from this drive.  I would visit Pont Aven last because the views from the Kerfany area are best in the morning.

Outing Two - beaches & thatched roofed villages
Again - you'll need the IGN map 0620ET to follow this route
Find your way to Tregunc and take the D1 south towards Point de Trevignon.  As you get into Stang Nen just north of Tregignon, vear right towards the Plage de Trevignon, and then follow this coastal road to the very scenic Pointe de Trevignon.  Trevignon is perhaps the most "touristy" place on this drive.

Continue counterclockwise around the Pointe de Trevignon & follow the coastal road east.  Look for the road sign for Kercanic and visit this hamlet of thatched roofed cottages  They are quite remarkable and are worthy of being on a postcard.  You'll take lots of photos - the combination  of thatched roofs, hydrangeas, and lace curtains is a real winner! 

Drive to Raguenez - following the signs to Ar Men Du hotel/restaurant (see restaurants recommendations below).   Park the car in the large parking area near the water.  Ar Men Du was our best meal in this region.  We admired the views before dinner and after dinner at this restaurant.  We returned several days later to explore this area on foot and take pictures of the interesting houses.  With your back to Ar Men Du and facing the little island, walk along the coastal path to your right (west) in front of the houses.  Then back in the car, exit the parking area and turn left (west) at the first street and drive past some very beautiful beaches.  You will shortly reach the road you drove on to get to Kercanic and Raguenez.

Continue driving east to Karascoet to visit some more thatched roofed cottages.  Look for the sign to "chaumieres" (thatched roof).

Now, head east to Port Manec'h and follow the signs to the port.  There is some tricky driving needed to get to the port.  Park near the port (difficult) and spend a few moments admiring the beach.  Perhaps have lunch at La Chataigneraie in back of the beach.  

On the way to Port Manec'h, you may encounter signs directing you to the Gardens of Rospico - but we went there  & it was not open,  and might not be open anytime soon.

From Port Manec'h, follow the signs northwest towards Nevez.  Just south of Nevez, turn right and drive to Kerdruc.  Although the GG says that there are thatched roofed houses in Kerdruc, we only saw one but the views across the aven to Rozbraz are nice.

Drive to Nevez, then take the D177 to Tregunc and back to your hotel.

End of outing

Here are some sites that were only "marginal", and I would not recommend visiting them on a 4 night stay

- Quimperle*-.  We've visited this village twice - first in 2001 & then again in 2018.  It really disappointed us.  There is a charming street with 1-2 nice houses on it - but that's about all.  Only about 1/2 block of "stuff" to see.  Don't waste your time.  Same with the nearby Manoire de Kernault (strange museum).

- Chateau and Park of Trevarez*-.  Wonderful park, stunning exterior, but the interior is a "work in progress".  Very disappointing.  Keep an eye on their web site and try to determine how much of the interior has been refurbiished by the time you plan to visit it.  One entire wing was boarded up and there were signs indicating they were working on it - but we didn't see any workers or equipment there.  

Restaurants - from our 2018 visit
I'll rate them from a 1 (top ranking) to a 4 score.  There are ties.  The star(*) or no star is the Michelin rating.  Our dinner cost for 2 with aperitifs & wine follows.

1.  Ar Men Du* at Raguenas Plage.  $270
2.  Les Trois Rochers*  at the Villa Tri Men in Ste Marine.  $269
2.  Le Taupiniere between Pont Aven and Tregunc.  $244
2.  L'Ambroisie in Quimper.  $173
3.  L' Amiral in Concarneau.  $170
3.  La Coquille in Concarneau $152.  Combination bar, nightclub, but better food than we anticipated.

4.  Sur La Pont in Pont Aven. $148
Day 22
Leave the Quimper/Concarneau area and get to  Poul Fetan** in time for the first walking tour of the morning. http://poulfetan.com/en/  It is a restored village reflecting the year 1850.  It was actually an abandoned village in ruins at this original site.  It is unlike a number of "Eco-Museums" which are villages comprised of endangered buildings moved from many other sites and then restored to a specific period.  The Eco-Museums are essentially 'recreations' of villages, whereas this one offers more authenticity because it is original to its current location.  When the village was purchased in its entirety, the roofs were gone and the stone buildings themselves were in a state of major disrepair.  The repair/restoration work took 13 years and it is quite impressive.   There are displays and scheduled demonstrations ongoing inside the buildings, including a potter and bread oven.  The guides are dressed in period costume and share information about the village, the individual buildings and daily life in the 1850s.  You pay a fee to enter the village, and the tours are free.  Tours start at several times in the day - depending on the season.  I would only recommend the first tour.  The tours are only in French, but you can wander through the village, visit the houses, and read the descriptions (I believe there are English translations).  Even if you don't understand French (I don't) this is a very worthwhile place to visit.  We spent 3 1/4 hr at this site - including lunch at a "period style" cafe with a 'traditional' menu.  We visited in late June and it was not crowded at all nor was it "hokey".
As I stated in an earlier section of this Brittany itinerary, we are not interested in historic rock formations.  There are many around the Lorient/Carnac region.  Also, except for the Cote Sauvage section of the Quiberon Peninsula - we did not find anything in guidebooks nor remember  anything from previous trips in the late 1900s that enticed us to visit sites in the Loirent/Carnac region.   And it seemed overdeveloped.
Now - head to Vannes**+ See VANNES in the GG. 
Vannes is one of our “top 5” medium-sized cities in France.  There is a huge underground parking garage at the end of the port and near the entrance to old Vannes.  Saturdays and Wednesdays are market days.   They also have an interesting (and useful) “les Halles” covered market, and a covered fish market which is open two mornings a week on market day.  Vannes is a very welcoming city as you approach and enter.  The road accesses the town along the port and, once you're on foot, there is a large arched stone entry gate.  Just outside the gate (but still "in town") there are a number of appealing cafes lining the road opposite the port. We were struck with the vitality of the city and the commerce was varied and eye-catching.  It is also a very photo-worthy city with its half-timbered buildings (some of them sitting at a crazy tilt), small squares, stonework and some pedestrian-only streets.  There is a very active evening 'scene'; we decided to have a pre-dinner aperitif and it was challenging to find a cafe/bar with available seats.  This is a very interesting city with memorable architecture, streets, shops, and a planted waterway park to wander.  
Spend 3 nights in the Vannes area.  We stayed in a Gite on a peninsula just south of Vannes with a view of  the Vannes estuary and Bellevue port.   https://www.gites-de-france.com/fr/bretagne/morbihan/la-joliverie-56g24315  .  As of 2018, we've rented 70 gites in France - and this was one of the most enjoyable ones we've stayed in.  The owners speak English.  However, for a 3 night stay, this gite would not be practical.  I would instead recommend a hotel or B&B in Vannes itself - at the port.  But I could not find any hotels that seemed interesting.  
Day 23 & 24

Chateau de Suscinio*+.  Newly opened with lots of models, artifacts, photographs from various decades, and video depicting the re-construction of this chateau in 1999.  Very interesting!!

La Cote Sauvage*** on the Quiberon peninsula.  Do this in the morning when the sun won't be in your face.  Extremely scenic with many places to get out of the car & wander around.  There was even a surfing beach.  No need to visit the town of  Quiberon.

Here is a "nice outing":

Get an early start & head east on the D775 towards Questembert (no need to visit this town).  Before Questembert, visit the small flowered village of La Vrais Crois+.  The stop won't take long, but it's a sweet little village.  

Then continue east to Rochefort en Terre*+ which was voted (by French people) to be the prettiest village in France in 2016 (an annual award).  Try to beat the crowds to this popular site.  We arrived around 9:45 when the shops were just starting to open and there were not many people to interfere with my wife's picture taking.  This was a sunny Wednesday during the 3rd week of June.  The tourist hoards started to arrive at 11:30.  We reserved for an early noon lunch in a flowered courtyard at La Tour de Lion restaurant on the main square.  Get there by 12:00 or reserve ahead.  By 13:00 it was "complet".  Rochfort en Terre has abundant flowers displayed just about everywhere in the village.  No need to visit the castle which was obscured by scaffolding. 
Next, head north on the D774 to St Marcel and the extremely interesting Musee de la Resistance.  http://www.resistance-bretonne.com/
This was an amazing collection of wartime artifacts, arranged in a series of rooms which offered both chronological and topical displays.  There was an introductory film (in French, but with English subtitles - sit in a front row; otherwise, it's hard to read the English through people in the front rows).  The film included a great deal of actual footage of the Resistance fighters training, preparing for and performing their missions.  We had not realized the extent to which these fighters (both men and women) actively cooperated with the military in joint operations.  These were dangerous missions and members of the Resistance were constantly in danger as they subverted the German forces, often using sabotage and underground communication.  The sheer quantity of material presented in the museum was almost daunting.  There were uniform and equipment displays, an amazing number of photographs and copies of German, French, and British newspapers of the day describing the progress of the war.  There was a large collection of German/Nazi posters stating the various 'rules' imposed on the citizenry at different points during the war and promoting 'work opportunities' in Germany (which later became work 'orders') to bolster German industry and war efforts.   We (and especially my wife who can read French) felt compelled to read as much information presented as possible to get a full picture of the impact the Resistance made on the war outcome, so her pace in viewing everything was significantly slower than mine.  We were awed at the courage and effectiveness of the Resistance.  Visiting this museum was a moving experience and made us appreciate the resilience of the people who resisted the Nazis efforts to subdue France.  Don't think you can 'do' this museum in an hour - you will miss a lot if you try to see it that quickly. 
If there is time remaining in the day, pay a visit to nearby Malestroist - for more cross-timbered buildings.

End of the "nice outing".

Josselin** and the chateau.  See the GG.  The town of Josselin is interesting to wander through - and the chateau is immense & massive.  The chateau is only open in the afternoon.  It is quite photogenic from the outside - especially from the bridge over the river to the south of the chateau.  However, there are not many rooms you an visit on the interior guided tour (only about four rooms).  The gardens next to the chateau are interesting.  Josselin is a very popular destination for lunch.  

Here are some sites that were only "marginal", and I would not recommend visiting them on a 3 night stay.
- We’ve visited Auray*- on several occasions, and have never been impressed with it.  Before one of our dinners there in 2018 (see below) we walked from Auray Centre Ville (where we parked the car) to the Quartier St Goustan*.  See the GG on how to walk downhill on a picturesque street in Auray to get to this quartier.  The Quai B. Franklin & the streets north of it were interesting to explore. 
- La Roche Bernard.  The old section is quite small, museum only a C+, and there are better port views elsewhere.

- St Degan re-created Eco-musee village.  Poul Fetan is much better.

- Fortresse de Largoet*-  Unless you really like castle ruins.  My wife likes ruins & enjoyed this far more than I did.  It's isolated on the grounds & is somewhat haunting in that respect.
- St Cado island

- Musee des Arts, Metiers, and commerce in the Presqu'ile region south of Auray.  A little tedious.

- Redon.  Not that impressive - compared to Vannes & other cities.

Restaurants - from our 2018 visit
1.  La Gourmandiere* north of Vannes.  $223
2.  Roscanvec* in Vannes.  $228
2.  L'Annexe in Vannes.  $172.  
2.  Terre Mere* at Closerie de Kerdrain in Auray. $185
4.  Domaine de Rocheviliane*.   Memorable setting, architecture, sea views, gardens, and ambience. 

Not-so-memorable food.  $271
4.  Le Pressoir*  in St Ave.  $274.

Day 25
Depart Vannes on the N165, southeast and then south on the D774 towards Guerande.  Just east of the D774, visit the thatch-roofed villages of Kerbourg & especially Kerhinet. This latter village has been beautifully restored.  There is a restaurant and a hotel located within the complex, along with various artisans.  While we were visiting these villages, there were several artists painting pictures of the thatched-roofed houses.
Switch to map 316

Visit Guerande*. Presau’ile de GUERANDE in the GG.  This is a cute village with walk-able ramparts that are worth seeing, but the village is a bit  touristy with a few tacky shops.  Clearly, you can purchase sea salt (Sel de Guerande) here in large bags if you want.
Next, take the D774 for the short drive to Le Croisic* - which we really enjoyed.  Parking is a little difficult.  Again - walk along the quay on the water side so you are not distracted by the other tourists and trinket stands.  Look up and admire the architecture.  Several buildings have nice iron balconies.  When the architecture starts to "fade", reverse your route, but this time don't walk along the quay - walk along the streets just one block in from the quay.  The first 10 mins won't be that interesting - but when you get near the church it is much better.  There are several retail fisheries off the quay.
Head east on the south side of the peninsula, past Batz sur Mer until you see the Grand Blockhaus+.  There are a few (too few) signs directing you to the Blockhaus - it is farther east of Batz than we anticipated.  This observation post was part of an extensive system of coastal defense fortifications called the Atlantic Wall that Hitler built along the coast of continental Europe to defend against an anticipated Allied invasion launched from Britain. During the war, it was disguised as a villa, even going so far as to literally paint fake curtains on the exterior.  There is an unimaginable amount of war memorabilia - uniforms, personal effects, photos and diagrams explaining the role of this fort in German defenses.  Handouts in multiple languages were available as were films with English subtitles.  The interior observation deck could be accessed and you could almost imagine the sentries gazing across the open water looking for an approaching enemy.  There was thorough coverage of the liberation of individual northern France towns - some of them were almost literally under siege for extended periods.  The enormity of the Nazi war effort was apparent and it underscored what could have happened if the Allies had been unable to stop Hitler.  We spent 1 hour at this complex - and really enjoyed it.  WWII buffs might even stay longer & could have benefited from more time here.
Head to Nantes and return the car there.  We have no interest in the La Baule scene.
Nantes***-.  We visited Nantes for 2 nights in ’07.  Although we enjoyed Nantes – we prefer many other similar-sized cities in France.  Perhaps too much of Nantes was destroyed in WWII.  Follow the walking itinerary in the GG.  The museum in the Chateau des Ducs de Bretogne was quite unusual and interesting.  

We had a great dinner at l’Oceanide.  Le Cigale is one of our two favorite “eye popping” extravagant Belle Époque restaurants in France – the other is the Train Bleu in Paris.

Stay 2 nights in Nantes – but don’t visit Nantes on a Sunday or Monday.  We stayed at a hotel close to the train station and across the street from the Chateau.  The hotel is called L’Hotel (clever name).
http://www.nanteshotel.com/
Day 27
Take the TGV to Rennes.  Try to catch an early TGV so that you can spend at least 1 full day in Rennes.
Rennes**+ See RENNES in the GG.

Follow the walking itinerary in the guide.  Rennes is one of our “Top 5” large cities in France.  However, when we visited in 2019 Rennes was undergoing major renovations at the train station, the St Germain church area, around Bonne Nouvelle church, and parts of the vieux Rennes area.  It was very disruptive and unsightly - with large cranes everywhere.  We discussed Rennes with the proprietor of our gite, and she told us that Rennes is undertaking major renovations because the newly opened super-fast TGV between Rennes & Paris is allowing more people from Rennes to work/commute to Paris, & more people coming to Rennes from Paris for day-visits.  So Rennes is trying to "spruce up" to make itself more presentable.  If Rennes is going to be a major focus of your trip to Brittany, I might suggest waiting until 2021 to visit it.    

Day 28
Take the TGV back to Paris.  
Restaurant write-ups from our 2012 trip to Normandy
Auberge de l’Abayee in Beaumont en Auge, Normandy
Ellen & Stu: 35 Euro menu + 16E supplement for Stu for a second plat from the menu

Amuse Bouche:


Shots of gazpacho


Melon balls wrapped in proscuito


Puff Pastry Rectangle


Black Nicoise Olives

Ellen:

Salmon Marine garnished with small dice of marinated vegetables (carrots, zucchini) drizzled with olive oil

Daurade with ‘skin on’, marinated and cooked in “exotic spices” on a bed of ratatouille

Choice of plateau of Normandy cheeses or fromage blanc with fruit (did not do this course – too full)

Crepes with apples

Small plate of bite-size desserts

Stu:

Cold asparagus soup with small pearls of vegetables

Fried sweetbreads in a celery cream sauce

Whole quail quartered, on a bed of sautéed mushrooms with game sauce and 2 straw-cut potato pancakes

Same cheese course as Ellen’s

Pomme tiede tarte with vanilla ice cream

We headed out on a warm afternoon to choose a Monday night restaurant – one of the few nights on this trip where we had not reserved well in advance based on Internet reading.  Imagine as we drove into the small centre ville the pleasant surprise of a compact town center almost completely comprised of half-timbered buildings – in multi-colors, almost glowing in the afternoon sun – and all dominated by a very large building (the abbey) adjacent to the church in the square.  We parked easily (always a ‘plus’ from my point of view in any town); Stu got out to do his (usual) menu review and I leaped out to do my (usual) photo taking.  This town was paydirt for photos – every building boasting timber patterns in a variety of bold and soft colors.  Stu declared the menus to be winners for us both (which I confirmed) and, after a short walk-about  (and more pictures!), we called and reserved for the following night.  The restaurant interior too easily passed muster: cozy, on a corner with light and views and altogether a refined and inviting décor.  Monday evening arrived and the day had been very warm (90+) but the restaurant was welcoming – with open windows facing to the street, framed by window boxes of geraniums.  The room was so inviting – timbering everywhere inside, deep red walls, a dominating old chimney (clearly not in use tonight) and the décor was calming after a very hot day.  It surely would have been equally inviting on a winter day.  Table settings were just as we’d come to expect: simple elegance, crisp white cloths, beautiful glassware – a studied elegant simplicity without gimmicks or overdone touches.  Just the kind of place where you feel relaxed and well attended to without hovering service.  A true jewel, just of the sort you imagine in your mind as the typical small, perfect, little village spot.  The backdrop of the church, abbey and half timbered buildings rounded out the ambiance perfectly. 
Le Dauphin in La Breuil en Auge, Normandy
Ellen: 38 Euro Menu
Stu: 47 Euro Menu
Amuse Bouche: 

Croque Monsieur

Cherry Tomato stuffed with Fromage Blanc

Emmental in pastry (tart)

Entrée (Ellen and Stu)

Langoustine Raviolis with lobster sauce (very thin pasta)

Fish

Ellen and Stu:

Daurade roti in cider reduction with caramelized endives (Ellen: larger portion with 3 endives; Stu: 2 endives and smaller daurade portion because he also had a meat course)

Meat/Viande

Stu: Coins of rabbit loin stuffed with pig’s feet in game sauce.  Thin potato gallette round topping a bed of potatoes ecrasees.
Cheese: Norman Cheese Chariot

Dessert:
Ellen: Warm apple tart with cinnamon ice cream

Stu: Warm chocolate tart with vanilla ice cream

After-Dessert: Tuille, small lemon tarts

The Restaurant:

A smallish restaurant in a smallish town.  Nonetheless an attractive town replete with an assortment of half-timbered buildings which always add to the ‘charm factor’.  We sat at a smallish table tucked into a corner – a spot I particularly like because it’s cozy and usually somewhat private-feeling.  The décor was elegantly understated, with attentive, but not hovering, service.  When Stu ordered rabbit stuffed with pigs feet, the waiter asked if Stu knew what he was ordering – in fact, he asked twice, each in a slightly different way to make absolutely sure that he understood what the possibly-offending ingredient was!  Likewise, he asked me if I were OK with the cinnamon ingredient in the ice cream dessert.  That question caught me by surprise, but I was pleased to even understand what I thought was an odd question.  Another interesting observation centered around “portion management”.  Although we both had a fish course (daurade) with caramelized endives, my fish serving was larger than Stu’s and was accompanied by 3 endives versus 2 for Stu – a wise portion adjustment since Stu’s larger menu also included a meat and cheese course. 
Stu Dudley

San Mateo (San Francisco), Ca

Revised 3/2012

Revised 7/2018 after a 4 week trip to Brittany based near Vannes and Concarneau
Revised 8/2019 after 2 weeks near Rouen and 2 weeks near Dinan
StuDudley@aol.com
PAGE  
1

