Loire Chateaux area

I have nothing written about the Loire Valley.  We have spent 9 weeks total vacationing there because we love chateaux.  But it is very one-dimensional.  The landscape is not particularly attractive compared to other regions in France - and nor are the cities & towns, except for Chinon.  Just figure out which chateaux you want to visit, and do just that.  Get to Chenonceau when it first opens in the morning to avoid the crowds.  Same with Chambord.  Same with the gardens at Villandry if you want to take pictures of the gardens without people in them.  Get the Michelin Green Guide & visit all the *** & **   chateaux. We thought Usses was a bit over-rated.   The interiors of Azey le Rideau & Blois were underwhelming also.  We actually spent almost an entire day at Chenenceau.  We got there when it opened, took pictures of the outside without people in them, inside without many people, then had lunch at their lunch facilities.  After  lunch we took more pictures of the exterior - but this time with a different sun exposure.
In addition to Chambord, Chenonceau, and the gardens at Villandry - or favorites were Chaumont sur Loire, Cheverny, Serrant, & Brissac.
I'm not a fan of castle ruins - so Angers & Chinon castles did not appeal to us.
Here are my wife's Shutterfly books for our 2014 visit of 2 weeks on the Ile de Re & 2 weeks in the Loire
https://stududley.shutterfly.com/24
https://stududley.shutterfly.com/27
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