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30 <  Experience Spain 

GREAT 
IT INERARIES

MADRID & THE SOUTH
Days 1–3: Welcome to Madrid
The elegant Plaza Mayor is the perfect 
jumping-off point for a tour of the Span-
ish capital. To the west, see the Plaza de 
la Villa, Royal Palace, the opera house 
and the royal convents; to the south 
wander around the maze of streets of 
La Latina and the Rastro and indulge 
yourself in local tapas. Start or end the 
day with a visit to the Prado, the Museo 
Thyssen-Bornemisza, or the Centro de 
Arte Reina Sofía.

On Day 2, visit the sprawling Barrio de 
las Letras. Around Plaza de Santa Ana, it 
was the favorite neighborhood of writers 
during the Spanish golden literary age in 
the 17th century, and it is still cramped 
with theaters, cafés, and good tapas bars. 
It borders the Paseo del Prado on the 
east, allowing you to comfortably walk 
to any of the art museums in the area. If 
the weather is pleasant, take an afternoon 
stroll in the Parque del Buen Retiro.

For your third day in the capital, wan-
der along Chueca and Malasaña, the two 
neighborhoods most favored by young 
Madrileños. Fuencarral, a landmark 
street that serves as the border between 
the two is one of the city’s trendiest shop-
ping enclaves. From there you can walk to 
the Parque del Oeste and the Templo de 
Debod—the best spot from which to see 
the city’s sunset. Among the lesser-known 
museums, consider visiting the captivat-
ing Museo Sorolla, Goya’s frescoes and 
tomb at the Ermita de San Antonio de la 
Florida, or the Real Academia de Bellas 
Artes de San Fernando for classic paint-
ing. People-watch at any of the terrace 
bars in either Plaza de Chueca or Plaza 2 

de Mayo in Malasaña. See Chapter 2 for 
details on Madrid.

Logistics: If you are traveling light, the sub-
way (Metro) or the bus will take you from 
the airport to the city for €1 to €1.25. A 
taxi will do the same for around €25 to 
€30. Once in the center consider either 
walking or taking the subway rather than 
driving in gridlock traffi c.

Days 4 & 5: Castilian Charmers
Making excellent half- or one-day side 
trips from the capital are Toledo and 
Segovia, two of the oldest Castilian cit-
ies—both with delightful old quarters 
dating back to the Romansand El Esco-
rial, which houses the massive monas-
tery built by Felipe II. Two other nearby 
towns also worth visiting are Aranjuez 
and Alcalá de Henares. See Chapter 3 for 
details on these Castilian cities.

Logistics: In 2007, Toledo and Segovia 
became part of the high-speed train line 
(AVE), so you can get to both of them in 
a half-hour from Madrid. To reach the 
old quarters of both cities take a bus or 
cab from the train station. Or take the 
bus from Madrid; by bus is also the best 
way to get to El Escorial. Reach Aranjuez 
and Alcalá de Henares via the intercity 
train system.

Day 6: Córdoba & Its Mosque or 
Extremadura
This capital of both Roman and Moor-
ish Spain was also the center of Western 
art and culture between the 8th and 11th 
centuries. Córdoba’s sprawling mosque 
(now a cathedral) and the medieval Jew-
ish Quarter bear witness to the city’s bril-
liant past. From Madrid you can rent a 
car and visit the lesser-known cities north 
of Extremadura (Guadalupe, Trujillo, and 
Cáceres). You can sleep over in Cáceres, 
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a UNESCO World Cultural Heritage city, 
and return to Madrid the next day. See 
Chapter 11 for Córdoba and Chapter 13 
for Extremadura.

Logistics: The AVE train will take you 
to Córdoba from Madrid in under two 
hours. A good alternative is to sleep 
over in Toledo, also on the route head-
ing south, and then head to Córdoba the 
next day. Once in Córdoba, take a taxi 
for a visit out to the summer palace at 
Medina Azahara.

 Days 7 & 8: Seville
Seville’s Giralda tower, cathedral, bull-
ring, and Barrio de Santa Cruz are visual 
feasts. Forty minutes south you can sip 
the world-famous sherries of Jerez de la 
Frontera, then munch jumbo shrimp on 
the beach at Sanlúcar de Barrameda. For 
more on Seville, see Chapter 11.

Logistics: From Seville’s AVE station, take 
a taxi to your hotel. After that, walking 
and hailing the occasional taxi are the 
best ways to explore the city.

Days 9 & 10: Granada
The hilltop Alhambra palace, Spain’s 
most visited attraction, was conceived by 
the Moorish caliphs as heaven on earth. 
Try any of its famous tapas bars and tea-

shops, and also roam the magicical steep 
streets of the Albayzín, the ancient Moor-
ish quarter. For more on Andalusia, see 
Chapter 11.

Logistics: The Seville-to-Granada leg of 
this trip is best accomplished by renting 
a car. However, the Sevilla-to-Granada 
trains (four daily, just over three hours, 
costing less than €21) are an alternative. 
An alternative route is to head fi rst from 
Madrid to Granada, skipping Córdoba, 
and then from Granada to Seville. 
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Spain’s modern freeways are as good as 
any in the world—with the exception of 
the signs, which have writing that’s often 
too small to decipher while comfortably 
traveling at the routine speed of 120 km/h 
(74 mph).
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